
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 

And he replied: “Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the 
Hand of God.  That shall be to you better than light and safer than a 

known way.” 

(From ‘God Knows’ by Minnie Louise Haskins 1875 - 1957) 

Wishing you blessings and peace in 2018
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In 2017 the General Assembly asked the Church to focus on prayer and 

particularly to pray as we think about each other, our communities and for the 

future of the Church of Scotland as it responds and adapts to the changing 

landscapes of the world today.  25 November 2017 was identified as the 

National Day of Prayer.  Below is the Assembly’s Prayer for the Church. 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

God of our past, present and future, 

we seek direction for the life of our church and for ourselves, 

and we remember that all concerns and anxieties 

should be placed in your hand. 

Where we have heard your voice, 

may we step into the future that appears, 

with all the uncertainties and unknowns to be explored. 

Keep our eyes open to the places of need 

and our ears open to the call 

 to new ways of being your people. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
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MINISTER’S FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

A New Year with New Hope 

I don’t know about you but I always seem 
to have mixed feelings about the New 
Year to come. 

I think because it is the UNKNOWN! 

What will this New Year bring?   
What joys?  What sorrows?  What losses?  What gains?  How strong will my 
faith be in 2018, I wonder?  What resolutions will I keep and what ones will 
cause me to fall flat on my face? 

On the one hand, it’s exciting to look at a fresh clean year and wonder what it 
will bring but on the other hand it’s scary to think about what might happen 
and how my world, our world, could change. 

The truth is that, a New Year brings the chance of fresh possibility and 
promise, of goals and aspirations, and of renewal and growth.  It is the chance 
to start again and, of course, it is hoped that the year will be filled with 
happiness and a sense of purpose. 

Let’s face it, both as individuals and as a congregation, we are all engaged in a 
journey of discovery.  It is a journey filled with unknowns and challenges, but 
equally it is filled with great opportunities and no doubt blessings.  It will be a 
mix as life often is. 

As a congregation, we have important decisions to make, reference our 
‘Building for the Future’ project, not least the great challenge to raise the £2.2 
million pounds required to make it a reality.  We have new areas of ministry to 
explore and new ways to reach out into the community, families, and groups 
within our parish.  The potential is there!  But this will require courage, vision 
and a great deal of faith in God.  Talent and mere wishing in itself will not be 
enough!  Please understand that, Church growth doesn’t happen in a vacuum, 
it happens through people, for people and by the people (not just the Minister) 
who are empowered and enabled by the power of the God’s Holy Spirit.  This 
is a team effort!! It requires, prayer, commitment and a great deal of faith in 
God. 

As you reflect on this, let me ask you the question - what has been constant 
throughout the centuries?  What has been the consistent progression and 
happening since the very beginning of time?  Answer: Change.  Nothing 
remains the same and nothing stands still.  The pace of change itself  / continued

3



MINISTER’S FOOD FOR THOUGHT  continued  

The pace of change itself seems to be accelerating every year that passes. 

But, how do we prepare for change?  As individuals?  As families?  As a 
congregation? 

One of my great Bible heroes is Joshua.  Moses, that towering figure who had 
led Israel for 40 years, was dead.  Now his assistant had to step into Moses' 
giant sandals and assume leadership in the most precarious and unsettling of 
times.  Israel was about to cross the Jordan River at flood stage and attack the 
heavily fortified city of Jericho.  The Israelites had been slaves, then desert 
nomads.  What did they know of war?  They couldn't stay where they were, 
but to go where God was leading was frightening, fraught with change. 

God prepared Joshua with these words: "Be strong and courageous.  Do not 
be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you 
wherever you go" (Joshua 1:9). 

Yes, change is one constant, but the other constant is God himself, the One 
who never changes, who sees the end from the beginning, and for whom the 
future holds no surprises.  God has made us a solemn promise: to be with us 
always.  That promise holds wherever we are, and is not invalidated by the 
unexpected.  In whatever success we enjoy, amidst whatever challenge, even 
failure we suffer, God has promised to be there with us. 

Many people don't like roller coasters.  They don't like to scream all the way 
down.  They don't like fear.  Unfortunately, life at the start of a New Year is 
likely to be that kind of ride, with its dizzying heights, its gut wrenching turns, 
and its freefall downslopes.  But my dear friend, we have a companion who is 
God himself, there to steady us, protect us, and guide us.  Today He repeats to 
us those timeless words that echo across the centuries and millennia: 

"Be strong and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for 
the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go." 

Given that each New Year will undoubtedly bring happiness and also hold its 
share of heartache and sorrow, wishing for the presence of God to be made 
manifest seems a necessary complement to the universal, yet often generic, 
wish for happiness.  Happy is the year - regardless of what may come or what 
the year may bring - in which the presence of Emmanuel, God with us, is felt. 

May the Lord be with you and us as a congregation!  We certainly 
need Him! 

Your friend and Minister, 

Benjamin
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CHURCH DIARY 

January 
7 9.30 am Family Service 
 11.00 am Morning Worship 
10 12 noon Mid-week Service followed by light lunch 
14 11.00 am Morning Worship 
21 11.00 am Morning Worship 
24 12 noon Mid-week Service followed by light lunch 
28 11.00 am Morning Worship followed by short communion 
30 4.00 pm Service at Strachan House 

February 
4 9.30 am Family Service 
 11.00 am Morning Worship 
7 12 noon Mid-week Service followed by light lunch 
11 11.00 am Morning Worship 
18 11.00 am Morning Worship 
21 12 noon Mid-week Service followed by light lunch 
25 9.30 am Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 11.00 am Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
27 4.00 pm Service at Strachan House 

Operation Christmas Child 

Shoebox Appeal 

In November 2016 we sent off 194 filled shoeboxes.  In 2017 we challenged 
the congregation to make it 200 but - in a fantastic result - this time we have 

sent off 230, 118 for boys and 112 for girls.   

A big thank you to all who filled shoeboxes. 

Adrian Johnston 
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Family 

We welcome to our fellowship: 

By Certificate of Transference 
Mrs Cathleen Blacklaw 

By Resolution of the Kirk Session 
Miss Merle McIvor 

BAPTISM 

November 
19 Catriona Mariam, daughter of 

Jennifer and Mark Cutress  

WEDDING 

November 
24 Miss Natalie Roberta Smith and 

Mr Alistair John Morrison 

DEATHS 

November 

5 Mr Harry Major Jones 
11 Mr Peter Dundas 

December 
3 Mr Robert (Bob) Brown 

Flowers 

During January the flowers in 
church will be donated as follows: 

7 Mrs Margaret McArthur 
14 Mrs Margaret Notman 
21 Mrs June Logan 
28 Mrs Margaret Edington 

Mrs Ann Pugh and Mrs Elspeth 
Williamson will deliver the flowers. 

____________ 

   

A Message from the 
Flower Convener 

At this time of year I like to thank 
all those who make a contribution to 
the floral decoration of the Church, 
whether it be contributing to the 
cost of the flowers, arranging them 
or delivering them. 

Week by week the flowers brighten 
up the Church on Sundays and then 
are delivered to members of the 
congrega t ion who a re s i ck , 
celebrating some happy event, or 
going through a difficult time in 
their life.   

I receive many letters and phone 
calls of appreciation from those who 
receive the flowers so a very sincere 
THANK YOU to everyone who 
helps make this happen. 

Violet Troup 
Flower Convener
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Ordination and Induction of Elders 
Sunday, 26 November 2017 

New Elders Front Row (L to R): 
Brian Duffin, Sally Foster, Beryl Grant, Jonathan Coy and Jim Bishop 
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As we are delighted to welcome our new Elders to the Kirk Session we 

have to express sadness at the death of two longer serving Elders, 

Bob Brown, who remained an active ruling Elder of the Kirk Session, and 

Peter Dundas, sometime retired from active Eldership. 

Our thoughts are with the members of both families at this sad time. 

Tribute will be paid to both gentlemen in the February issue of 

Kirk News.



The Kirk Session met on Tuesday 28 November 2017. 

Building for the Future Project 
The Elders Conference on Saturday 18 November was attended by seventy 
people of whom twenty nine were non Elders.  This meeting recommended 
approval of the amended plans and this was endorsed by Session.  Session 
agreed that a meeting of the Congregation will be held in the Sanctuary on 
Saturday 27 January at 9.30 am.  This will be an opportunity to see in detail 
the amended plans and for the Congregation to vote on the way forward. 

Sale of Church House 
It was noted that the sale of Church House had completed on 10 November 
with net sale proceeds of £433,912. 

Director of Music 
The position has been advertised and applications forthcoming.  There was 
nothing further to report at this time. 

Correspondence 
A letter from the solicitors acting for the James and Jessie Shaw Charitable 
Trust with a cheque for £2,500. 

Letters of thanks from:- 
• Edinburgh NE Foodbank thanking the Congregation for the most generous 

donation from our Harvest Service. 
• Poppy Scotland acknowledging receipt of £512.01 from the Remembrance 

Sunday retiring collection. 
• Christian Aid thanking the Congregation for the donation of £419.40 in 

response to the emergency South Asia Floods Appeal. 

Finance 
Congregational Giving for the nine months to end September was £117,272 – 
an increase of 3.2% compared to the same period last year. 

The Income & Expenditure Account for the period reveals a deficit of £13,146 
after the benefit of a legacy of £20,000.  A number of factors attribute to the 
deficit, mainly:- 
• Ongoing costs incurred in maintaining the Church, halls and manse. 
• Increased heating costs. 
• Decrease in hall rental income. 

Total funds held by the Congregation remain healthy at £166,000.  / continued

8

KIRK SESSION REPORT



KIRK SESSION REPORT  continued 

Roll 
Kirk Session was pleased to admit the following new members:- 
Mrs Cathleen Blacklaw, Hawthornden Place, Edinburgh 
Miss Merle McIvor, Craigleith Hill Gardens, Edinburgh 

Retiral of Angus Tully 
Taking into account some last minute donations a total of £998 was collected 
from the Congregation for the presentation to Angus on his retiral. 

After Sunday Service Tea & Coffee 
Margaret Notman has been preparing the rota and procuring the provisions for 
the past fifteen years and it was noted that she is standing down at the end of 
this year.  The Clerk was requested to write and thank Margaret for her 
dedicated service over this period. Kathryn Gray will take over this role. 

Bob Brown 
Like all colleagues I was saddened to learn of the death of Bob, a long 
standing and faithful Elder of this Congregation.  The Church as a whole is 
heavily reliant on volunteers and Bob was always ready and willing to do his 
part.  He was a friend to many and will be sorely missed. 

________________________________ 

New Elders 
On Sunday 26 November five new Elders were formally admitted to the Kirk 
Session. Jim Bishop, Jonathan Coy, Sally Foster and Beryl Grant were 
ordained as Elders and Brian Duffin was admitted.  Brian was ordained as an 
Elder on 3 September 1978 at Broughton MacDonald (which united with 
St Mary’s to become Broughton St Mary’s in 1991).  All bring different 
expertise, experience and knowledge and will be good additions to the Kirk 
Session. 

Eddie Thorn, Session Clerk
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Date for your diaries 

‘Building for the Future’ Project 
Congregational meeting 

Saturday 27 January 2018 at 9 30 am 
in the Church



Nativity and Gift Service  

Sunday 10 December 2017 

At the service to which Christmas gifts were brought for the children of 

prisoners, following the lighting of the second Advent candle, the Candle of 

Peace, the Sunday Club and Junior Singers presented a tableau of the Nativity.  

Directed by Marie Abeledo, with narration by three of our teenagers, 

Christopher Johnson, Amy Foster and Jack Roddam, some lovely carols sung 

by the children themselves, trained by Amy Donaldson, and occasional 

congregational carols, the scene unfolded to a beautiful tableau of the stable 

with Mary and Joseph and the Baby in the manger, a choir of angels, 

shepherds with their sheep and the three Kings with their gifts. 

Thank you and well done to all who helped with the overall presentation, 

lovely singing, splendid costumes and impressive animal heads.  

A Gift for Blackhall St Columba’s Church 

Sitting in front of the Communion table was this lovely Nativity Scene gifted 
to the congregation by Benjamin and Marie Abeledo. 

Thank you to them both.
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Nurture Committee 

Sunday Club: As you will know, Challengers has changed its name to 
“Sunday Club” and they meet at 10 50 am as per the dates on the Sunday Club 
calendar on the Church website (see ‘Church Life’). 

We are still looking for a Co-ordinator so if you think this could be the role for 
you please contact me on Ruthlaidlaw@gmail.com . 

House Groups: We currently have 3 house groups running and are looking to 
establish some more which will have a different format and will be in the 
evening so if that interests you please contact me. 

Ruth Laidlaw, Convener
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The 3 house groups mentioned above are Community Bible Experience (CBE) 
groups which have been running since September 2017. 

The following reviews of meetings of 2 of the groups have been provided by their 
group leaders. 

We started CBE after finishing the series we started in the spring so are running 
behind the other groups.  Unfortunately one member had to withdraw due to ill 
health and a second one transferred to the Manse Group as the timing was more 
convenient. (Incidentally we haven't had any transfer fee yet!) 

The remaining 5 have met regularly, for a deep discussion on points in the week's 
reading, and have found the exercise very rewarding, although because we have 
discussed any points arising in depth, have found that the reading plan was too 
demanding.  We have therefore reduced the amount we read each week so that we 
can get the most benefit possible from our discussions. 

Personally I have found the exercise beneficial and challenging, and although we 
will break for Christmas, I anticipate that we will carry on in the new year until the 
"course" is completed. 

I think all of us have found new insights at various times as a result of our meetings. 

Bob Barker 

We have met every Monday since September 25.  There are six of us using the CBE 
material.  It is like taking part in a Book Club because large parts of the Bible are 
covered at a time.  The books are arranged in a different order from our familiar 
Bible and without chapter and verse.  The group find it very readable.  They say it 
presents a different way of thinking.  We have good discussions but no-one is 
required to speak.  We finish with a short prayer time when anyone may pray for 
people and needs but no-one feels obliged to.  

We resume on January 8th and anyone is welcome to join us, if possible 
equipped with a copy of the material obtainable from the minister. 

Mary Morrison



We have received from the Architects, 
Lee Boyd, the second set of plans which 
have been seen by the Kirk Session who 
approved that they be shared with the 
congregation.  These are on display in 
the Vestibule, Small Hall and corridor between the halls.  If you can, please do 
have a good look at them and let us have any comments or questions. 

Email to: BStC.Building4Future@gmail.com 

Website: www.blackhallstcolumba.org.uk 

It is important to point out that the illustrations are merely for illustrative 
purposes.  No decisions on fittings and furniture will be made until the 
congregation agrees the way forward. 

This set of plans is estimated to cost £2.2million - a reduction of a third on the 
original £3.3 million. 

The Architects managed to reduce the costs by making some changes to the 
original scope. 

The main changes are:  

• No development of the balcony 

• Re-siting of the proposed lift, still allowing access to all levels but it 
is not in the sanctuary. 

• The vestry remains where it is so no change to that end of the 
sanctuary with exit doors to the halls staying as they are at present. 

There will be a congregational meeting on Saturday 27 January in the 
morning.  We hope that as many of you as possible will be able to attend and 
share your views.  More information will be given this month.  In the 
meantime please put the date in your New Year diaries. 

We will be issuing a leaflet to everyone before the meeting giving more details 
about the project. The Steering Group are keen that you give your views/
questions in writing if possible (see above email address).  Do not think that 
your views don’t count.  All views are relevant and we want to hear from you.   
If it is difficult for you to access the building or the website let us know 
verbally or by a note to the Church Office and we will do what we can to 
assist.
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Remembrance Sunday 
12 November 2017 

Led by our Minister Rev BA Abeledo, our 
Remembrance Day Service was once again a 
very moving experience.  Acknowledging the 
centenary of the Battle of Passchendaele John 
Pettigrew, read the names of six Blackhall men 
who had f a l l en t he r e and who a r e 
commemorated on the War Memorial in our 
Church grounds. Alex Anderson read the 
names of a further 35 local men who had fallen 
in WW2, also commemorated on the memorial. 

Major Alastair Laidlaw, SCOTS, 2nd in Command, Army Assessment Centre, 
Glencorse, spoke the lines from Laurence Binyon’s poem ‘For the Fallen’ -  

‘They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.   
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

we will remember them.’   

and later the words of the Kohima Epitaph - 

 ‘When you go home tell them of us and say, 
For your tomorrow, we gave our today.’ 

As always, the music of the Remembrance 
Service added so much to the occasion.  The Last 
Post and the Reveille were played by trumpeter  
Richard York, the Lament by piper Dugald 
MacNeill, and music throughout the service was 
provided by organist Alistair Hair. 

Poppy wreaths were laid at the Communion Table 
and later at the War Memorial jointly by Guide 
Anna Clark, and Explorer Scout Alex McKay, 
and by Edinburgh City Councillor Max Mitchell. 

We are grateful to all of them for their 
contribution to a very meaningful service.
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Christmas Fair 

The Wa✝ch Committee would like to 

thank everyone for making the Christmas 

Fa i r such a succes s , i nc lud ing 

stallholders, musicians and everyone who 

made donations and/or attended this 

event. 

The committee are pleased to report that 

in spite of a power cut in Blackhall 

during the first part of the Fair, £6,487 

was raised for Clowndoctors and 

Building for the Future. 

The Fair was particularly well supported 

by our local businesses and attracted over 

300 people through the doors on a cold 

Saturday afternoon.  We were delighted 

to have the support of Clowndoctors 

Dr Crumble and Dr Fizz at the Fair: they 

added a lot of fun on the day. 

We hope to present our donation to the 

Clowndoctors during a service in 

January. 

George Millar 

Wa✝ch Committee
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Wa✝ch Committee 

Fundraising 2016 

Hearing Dogs for the Deaf 

Update

Our ‘Hearing Dogs for the Deaf’ puppy 

Umba, bought with the money raised by 

the Wa✝ch Commit tee wi th the 

generosity of the Congregation last year, 

is now 8 months old and made her first 

visit to the Church with her trainers 

Diana and Lisa in October.  

Umba, a gorgeous black cocker spaniel 

puppy, is doing very well with her 

training and will come back again in a 

few months time to let us see her 

progress. 

If you would like to see more pictures of 

Umba and find out how she is doing, 

look at the Wa✝ch Committee page of 

our Church website.
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BURNS SUPPER 

SATURDAY 27 JANUARY 2018 
HOLIDAY INN, EDINBURGH CITY WEST, 

107 QUEENSFERRY ROAD, EH4 3HL 

Reception with welcome drink 6.30 p.m. Seated 7 p.m. 

Piper’s Greeting of Welcome to All 

Piping in the top table 

Address to a Haggis 

Selkirk Grace 

Three course supper with coffee/tea & shortbread 

The Immortal Memory 

Music 

Toast to the Lassies 

Music again 

Reply for the Lassies 

More music ending with... 

Auld Lang Syne 

Tickets costing £30 each  
can be ordered from Sandy Weir weirsmachine@blueyonder.co.uk or 

telephone 0131 336 2483 or via Blackhall St Columba’s Church Office 

secretary@blackhallstcolumba.org.uk telephone 0131 332 4431 

A TRULY MEMORABLE SCOTTISH NIGHT TO WHICH ALL ARE INVITED  

Image Source: Flickr / CircaSassy
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BURNS SUPPER 

SATURDAY 27 JANUARY 2018 

HOLIDAY INN HOTEL, Edinburgh City West, 

(i.e. Craigleith) 

6.30 - 11 PM 

Payments can be made electronically to the Kirk’s Bank Account:- 
Account Name Blackhall Parish Church 
Sorting Code 80-02-22 
Account number 00584961 

Vital Reference – your surname & “BURNS” /  continued over
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A stellar line-up of speakers and other entertainers has been arranged for what will 

be a fabulous evening celebrating the life and work of our loved national bard.  

Hamish Mair is going to make the Address to a Haggis telling it what Burns 

thought of it.  Hamish is convener of the Kirk’s Communications Committee so 

how very apt although maybe not what he had in mind for the job!  Eric Turnbull, 

exercising his vocal chords every Sunday in the choir will put them to equally 

good use proposing the Immortal Memory.  Gordon Farquharson is toasting the 

Lassies while Fay Stirling will be replying for them.  Gordon, retired minister but 

currently assisting Benjamin in Parish work, is used to addressing audiences but 

from the pulpit and then not on that subject normally.  Fay, like me,  is an old time, 

though not old, banker so she can both give excellent service with a smile but dish 

it out when necessary.  Musical entertainment will be provided by our star singer 

Jenny Logan and Margaret Donaldson her accompanist. 

Guests will be welcomed to the hotel from 6.30 pm with a ‘drink n’ mix’ before 

the evening’s events start at 7.00 pm with introductions and a traditional three 

course meal including vegetarian option which please notify.  Those with special 

dietary needs please let us know so that it can be arranged.  We aim to conclude all 

proceedings by 11 pm with a final musical session from around 10.15 pm when  

you can leave if catching a bus etc. although we remain welcome at the hotel until 

midnight. 

You will see this is going to be a great evening and tickets are already on sale at 
only £30 each – the same as in 2011 when we had our last Supper!! thanks 
partially to sponsorship from the hotel, but are limited.  To avoid real 
disappointment it is essential that you buy yours now. 



Burns Supper continued

A confirmatory email/phone call must then be sent to Sandy Weir  
weirsmachine@blueyonder.co.uk or 0131 336 2483 and acknowledgement 
will be given. 

Otherwise you can put a note addressed to Sandy (with a cheque if you want) 
in to the Church Office who will also take orders on tel 332 4431. 

Finally, please remember this is not a specific Kirk function but one 
where we’d love to see faces less familiar so do invite family, friends, 
neighbours, anybody you can think of!  Last time we had three German 
visitors and I’m delighted to say we converted them.  To haggis.  But 
never mind it was still a start.  So do your bit this year please.  Any groups 
specially wishing to sit together should let us know otherwise guests will 
be seated according to a seating plan arranged by Stewardship 
Committee any of whose members will be pleased to talk to you about this 
braw event proceeds of which are for the Kirk’s General Fund exercised 
at Session’s discretion. 

Sandy Weir, Stewardship Convener 

Fellowship Afternoon Group 

Thanks to those who supported the Fellowship in running the baking stall at 
the Christmas Fair.  As is the tradition we received a wealth of delicious 
contributions which were gratefully received.  It was good that there were two 
Clowndoctors (charity being supported) to see all the activity at such an event. 

The first meeting in 2018 will be a talk at 2.15 pm on 
Tuesday 16 January by Mrs Alison Elfick, a retired teacher.  
She will be telling us about her hobby of Patchwork Craft 
and is bringing some examples of her work.  Anyone who is 
interested is welcome. 

On 13 February, in the small hall as usual, our own Doreen 
Barker, one of the leadership team, will be describing different Easter 
Customs. 

Our programme runs monthly till April.  Visitors pay £2 and there is a small 
charge for coffee. 

Fiona Drinnan
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No - not an April Fool 

Many thanks to all who supported the carol singing at Sainsburys on 
17 December 2017 and helped raise funds for Clowndoctors (Hearts & 
Minds).  The Wa✝ch committee appreciated your support. 

The Outreach Committee are working on plans for 2018 and the first one 
(a date for your new diary) is 8 am, up Corstorphine Hill on Sunday 1 April.  
No, this is not an April Fool but Sunday 1 April at 8 am is this year’s Easter 
Sunday sunrise service.  Yes, I know the sun rises earlier but 8 am is a good 
compromise and let us face it, dawn is for the bird chorus is it not. 

Hope to see a good turnout up the hill and as usual we will see bacon rolls and 
coffee are to hand back at the hall for all who attend. 

Many thanks. 

Michael Cockburn 
Outreach Committee 

Midweek Service/Lunch 

After the festive break our series of Midweek Service/Lunches 
resumes on alternate Wednesdays with the first of these on 
10 January. 

For those who have not yet enjoyed this experience, the ‘service’ 
- more of a short reflection with a hymn or two, reading and prayer - happens 
in the small hall, seated round tables and led by a different person each time.   

When the service ends delicious hot soup, homemade and usually with a 
choice of four and second helpings on offer, is served with rolls and butter.  
Second course is a choice of tea or coffee and cakes, again homemade.  No 
charge, but donations welcome.  All accompanied by lots of friendly chat. 

How good does that sound?  All ages welcome.  Why not give it a try.  We 
would be surprised if you didn’t want to come again. 

If you are unable to get there ‘under your own steam’ we will try to 
accommodate you on our car rota. 

Contact Elspeth Williamson: 

email  elspethwilliamson@gmail.com   or phone  0131 336 2600
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A Festive Evening at Valvona and Crolla 

Another splendid evening of food tasting, fine wine, fellowship and 

fund raising once again took place at Valvona and Crolla on Monday, 

6 November in support of St Columba’s Church ‘Building for the 

Future’ project and for this year’s designated charity, 

Clowndoctors. 

Building for the Future involves refurbishing, upgrading and 

adapting the church sanctuary, halls, entrances and other areas 

within the buildings to create a comfortable, welcoming, safe 

environment which meets the needs of our present generation and 

future generations for ‘gospel ministry, witness and service to our 

community’ and to ‘reflect the God whose message we proclaim’. 

It is well known that laughter is the best medicine and 

Clowndoctors prescribe just that!  Wearing their yellow ‘doctors’ 

coats and signature red noses, they are professional performing 

artists who visit children across Scotland and help them cope with 

the stresses of their illness or medical condition.  They receive no 

statutory core funding and depend upon fundraising all year round 

to raise what is needed to deliver their programmes. 

Members and friends of Blackhall St Columba’s Church who 

attended the event enjoyed a varied and superb selection of quality 

wines and tasty foods in a welcoming and convivial atmosphere of 

fellowship and friendship.  It was a great pleasure to have Benjamin 

and Marie at the event and to welcome again Jill Douglas.  The 

highlight of the evening was the raffle with Jack Burton drawing 

the winning tickets for the generously donated prizes.  As a result 

of the evening the wonderful sum of £700 was raised. 

The success of the evening once again owed a great deal to the 

hard work and dedicated planning of Norma Murray / continued
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A Festive Evening at Valvona and Crolla  continued 

who made this superb evening possible.  Special thanks go to Mary 

Contini of Valvona and Crolla whose generosity and support was 

hugely appreciated.  Thanks go also to the helpful, well informed 

staff as always enthusiastic and committed.  The money raised was 

held in the ‘safe’ keeping of Eddie Thorn, treasurer for the 

evening, whom we thank for doing a sterling job! 

Final thanks go to all who attended and who supported this happy 

and memorable evening, bringing together friends, raising funds 

and ensuring the success of this event. JL 

Advent with Edinburgh University Brass Band 

On the first Sunday in Advent, when the Candle of Hope was lit, the EUBB, 
conducted by Ondřej Soukup, returned to play for our service.  The 
congregation once again showed how much they enjoy the Band’s annual visit 
by giving £631 in a retiring offering.  The band in turn have expressed their 
appreciation of the warm and generous welcome they receive.
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Fairtrade Stall 

New Year Resolution: - To do your shopping at the monthly stall 

supplied by Traidcraft.   This does help producers in Third World 
countries and does not contribute to the Supermarket profits. 

Next 2 stalls are on 14 January and 11 February. 

Catalogues showing not just the food we sell but lots of lovely gifts and more 
choice of food stuffs are always available. 

Any enquiries to: 

Elspeth Williamson   336 2600 or email: elspethwilliamson@gmail.com  

_____________________________

Tuesday Topics 

The group has now been going for thirty years and we marked the occasion at 
our December meeting with a celebration cake to accompany our festive 
nibbles. 

On that evening, we looked forward to hearing 'Quern' in concert. 

Our first meeting in January is our meal out and on 23 January we have author, 
Jane Tulloch, coming along to talk to us about writing her first novel  "Our 
Best Attention". 

Eric Melvin will be taking us on a journey 'From Luxor to Aswan' on 
6 February and our speaker on 20 February is Chris Gunstone who will be 
telling us about St Cuthbert's Way. 

If any of our topics interest you - please come along to the small hall at 
7.30 pm. 

Diana Taylor
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DEADLINES

Kirk News - 21 January 2018 
Please send all items to the Editor: 
Christine Denham c/o Church Office 
Home tel: 336 5943 or email 
kirknews@blackhallstcolumba.org.uk 

Blackhall Bulletin - 4 February 2018 
All items should be sent to the Editor: 
Barbara Wilson c/o Church Office 
Home tel: 312 6035 or email 
bulletin@blackhallstcolumba.org.uk  

Enquiries about advertisements should 
be sent to Kay Rich: 
8 Queen’s Ave South         Tel: 332 8502

Thank You 

A big ‘thank you’ to all who purchased Christmas cards and 
calendars during the month of November.  A total sum of £668 

has been forwarded to CrossReach.  Well done members of 
Blackhall St Columba’s for your continued support. 

Margaret Brown, Church Link

Knit and Natter 

We have just had another busy session, 
in which we made our pre-Christmas 
delivery to Fresh Start and the Early 
Years Centres at The Fort and South 
Queensferry.  Many thanks to all our 
members who have been busy with their 
knitting needles and to anyone who has 
been kind enough to hand in donations.  We have been able to give five single 
blankets to Fresh Start and a selection of hats, mitts, cardigans, jumpers, small 
blankets and toys/dolls’ clothes to the others. 

If you fancy joining us in the New Year you will be made most welcome.  We 
start again on Monday 15 January at 7.30 pm in the church halls. 

Lilian Cockburn. Email stcknitnnatter@gmail.com
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