
For the fruits of all creation,

thanks be to God;


for these gifts to every nation,

thanks be to God:


for the ploughing, sowing, reaping,

silent growth while we are sleeping,

future needs in earth’s safe-keeping,


thanks be to God.


In the just reward of labour,

God’s will is done;


in the help we give our neighbour,

God’s will is done;


in our world-wide task of caring,

for the hungry and despairing,

in the harvest we are sharing,


God’s will is done.


For the harvests of the Spirit,

thanks be to God;


for the good we all inherit,

thanks be to God;


for the wonders that astound us,

for the truths that still confound us,

most of all, that love has found us,


thanks be to God. 


Frederick Pratt Green (1903 - 2000)
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GREAT OPPORTUNITY! 

Are you good with words?….. capable on a computer? 
….. interested in what’s going on? 

You could be the person we are looking for! 

KIRK NEWS is looking for a 

NEW EDITOR 
You could make a great contribution to spreading the 

news around Blackhall St Columba’s. 

Want to know more? 
Contact Julie in the Church Office 

secretary@blackhallstcolumba.org.uk 

The small print ….. This is a voluntary 
post and handover will be available if 

required.
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MINISTER’S FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Greater Love 

‘Greater love has no one 
than this: 

to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends’ 
(John 15:13) 

Each year, on 11 November, the country falls silent to commemorate our war 
dead.  This ritual, and the ceremonies and symbols that accompany it, have 
become part of national life. 

This year we mark the centenary of the end of World War 1.  On 
Remembrance Sunday 11 November 2018, we as a congregation and people 
around the Commonwealth will be reflecting on the lives that were changed 
irrevocably, and those that were lost. 

Some 65 million men were mobilised across Europe during World War 1.   
Nearly a third of them – some 21 million – were wounded.  Another 8.5 
million were killed and some 7.7 million were taken prisoners of war.  All of 
them had family and friends whose lives were changed forever by the events 
of 1914-1918. 

This year gives us the chance to remember, but also to pray and work for 
peace, looking forward with hope, remembering the high price paid and 
motivated by loyalty and love.  To quote the words of Jesus who, speaking 
about His own sacrificial death for all mankind’ said: 

‘Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends’ (John 15:13) 

But love is more than words; it's more than a feeling; more than doing what's 
easy and convenient.  Love means getting down in the hold with someone to 
give them what they really need.  It means getting dirty and being 
inconvenienced and it sometimes means 'laying down your life for a 
friend' (John 15:13). 

When we celebrate Remembrance Day, at churches and at cenotaphs and war 
memorials across our land, we remember that others laid down their lives so 
that we might be able to live with the freedom / continued overleaf
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MINISTER’S FOOD FOR THOUGHT  continued 
live with the freedom that we now enjoy.  But the price was 
steep.  In Churchill's finely tuned words it was paid 'in 
blood, sweat and tears'. 

Never forget that, ‘they gave their today for our 
tomorrow’ – what a sacrifice, and what a responsibility that 
places on all of us.  So, it is very right that at this time of 
year we should stop – remember – and give thanks – for the 
sacrifice of those who have risked their lives from the 
Somme to Port Stanley, from Belfast to Basra and from 
Sarajevo to Sangin.  

Wars might be started by Governments for a variety of 
motives, but they are fought by ordinary men and women – 
each one precious, not only to their families and to their 
countries but to our creator, God himself.  

A good soldier does not go to war because he loves war, but because he desires 
peace.  That is what the men and the women who have fought and died for this 
country have truly fought for – the freedoms that we all enjoy, including 
religious freedom. 

Sadly, there are some who question whether or not we should continue these 
ceremonies of remembrance.  After all, there are now no veterans left from the 
first Great War and we are gradually losing to the ageing process those who 
fought in the Second Great War.  The questions seem to ease when we become 
aware of the loss of British lives in many other conflicts since WW2 such as in 
recent years both in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Recently, I read of someone who asked the question, 'How long had we to 
keep up this Remembrance Day stuff.'  The short answer is 'as long as those 
men and women in the war graves stay dead and I'm free because of it.' 

My friends, as a Christian community, we have an obligation to bring the 
church to the heart of these Remembrance moments.  As Christians we have a 
significant part to play.  My prayer is that as we come together to remember 
those who gave their today for our tomorrow; we will also 
declare the heart-beat message of our Saviour pointing our 
community to the ‘greater love’ He has for us. 

Lest we forget. 

Blessings, 

Benjamin (Minister)
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Church Diary 
October 

7 11.00 am All age Harvest Thanksgiving Service and lunch 
14 11.00 am Morning Worship – Stewardship Sunday 
17 12 noon Mid Week Service followed by light lunch 
21 11.00 am Morning Worship 
28 9.30 am Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 11.00 am Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
30 4.00 pm Service at Strachan House 
31 12 noon Mid Week Service followed by light lunch 

November 

4 9.30 am Early Family Service 
 11 00 am Morning Worship and Celebration of Elders’ Service 
11 10.50 am Remembrance Sunday 
14 12 noon Mid Week Service followed by light lunch 
18 11.00 am Morning Worship with Sacrament of Baptism 
25 11.00 am Morning Worship followed by Short Communion 
27 4.00 pm Service at Strachan House 
28 12 noon Mid Week Service followed by light lunch 

Prayer for Revival 

Every Wednesday morning from 7 - 8 am (unless otherwise intimated) 
we are meeting in the church vestry to pray for the Church of Christ 
across the world and Scotland.  Here at BStC we desire to see revival in 
our area and our nation.  We desire to see lost souls won for Christ and 
we also pray about national and international issues that arise.  Whether 
you can come to the church or not to pray, do make prayer for revival a 
personal priority. 

‘LORD, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, O LORD. 
Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; 

in wrath remember mercy.’  Habakkuk 3:2 

Revd Benjamin J A Abeledo
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Family 
We welcome to our fellowship: 

By Certificate of Transference 
Mrs Margaret B Maciver  

By Resolution 
Mr Andrew Merrylees 

Deaths 

August 
6 Mr John Stuart 

12 Mrs Catherine Irvine 

18 Mrs Sheila Ranken 

31 Mrs Helen Lawson 

Flowers 
The flowers in church this month 
will be donated as follows: 

October 
7 Mrs Lyndy Paton 

14 Anonymous 

21 Mrs  J Johnstone 

28 Mrs Sheila Dickson 

Mrs Katy Millar and Miss Norma 
Sinclair will deliver the flowers. 

Violet Troup, 
Flower Convener
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Edinburgh Floral Art 
Club 

The Club meets once a month at 
Blackhall St Columba’s Church 
Hall from 2 pm till 4 pm.  Come 
along and have an enjoyable 
afternoon watching beautiful 
flowers being arranged. 

Forthcoming meetings: 
12 October - The demonstrator is 
Susan Hall, from Saltburn, and 
the title of the demonstration is 
‘Memories’. 

9 November - Janet James, from 
S o l i h u l l , w i l l g i v e a 
demonstration entitled ‘I did it 
my way’. 

Yearly subscription £40, visitors 
£7. 

Christine Morrison

A date for your diaries 

Blackhall 
St Columba’s Church 

Christmas Tree 
Festival 

6 to 9 December 2018
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OPERATION  CHRISTMAS  CHILD 
SHOEBOX  APPEAL 

The Journey of a 
Shoebox 

For some years now the members of 
Blackhall St Columba’s have been 
responding to the Operation Christmas 
Child Shoebox Appeal and, in so doing, 
giving children who have so much less 
than we do the joy of receiving gifts at 
Christmas. 

Each year you rise to the challenge of 
filling more boxes than the year before.  
Last year we challenged you to break the 
preceding year’s record of 194 boxes and 
you did.  You filled 230 boxes.  How 
many can you fill this year? 

Boxes, and instructions for filling them,  
are available from today, 7 October, in the 
large hall.  Filled boxes must be returned 
to the church by Sunday 11 November.   

Are you up for the challenge? 

 I do hope so.   230 to beat!  

Adrian Johnston
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Since the last issue of Kirk News we 
have got even closer to our initial 
target of £1.1 million which will 
enable us to embark confidently on 
phase 1 of the Building for the Future 
project.  In fact, the total now stands 
at £1,071,180 with money still 

coming in and fund raising events planned so we are very much on target.  Of 
course, there are still permissions to be gained but the application process is 
well under way.  The Church of Scotland Committee on Church Art and 
Architecture is considering the proposals this month and will respond in early 
October.  Applications for Planning Permission and Listed Building Consent 
will be made by the end of September. 

All this means that we are hoping, and indeed expecting, that work on the 
Sanctuary will be able to be started by the end of May next year.  We will be 
keeping the congregation up to date with progress through the Kirk News, the 
Bulletin, the notice boards in the church and through an entry in the Order of 
Service on the first Sunday of each month. 

At the same time as applying for the various permissions the sub groups of the 
steering committee have begun detailed planning.  The technical group are 
working with the architects on further refining the plans; the logistics group, 
with the help of the organisations who use the space, have begun to clear the 
storage space under the church, which has to happen before work can begin. 
They have also begun to consider how to rationalise the storage facilities 
within the church since inevitably over the years a great deal of furniture etc 
has accumulated which is not now needed and it is time for a good clear out! 
As part of this process, an inventory of everything in the Sanctuary, vestry, 
choir room and vestibule has been made and we will be working out ways of 
storing the items we certainly do need in the long term while the work is in 
progress.  In this connection, we will need more storage than we have 
available in the halls and we will be asking members of the congregation if 
they happen to have spare garage space which they could lend us for one or 
two years.  We will ask more formally nearer the time but if anyone thinks at 
this stage that they may be able to help it would be much appreciated if they 
could let Julie in the church office know. 

The fund raising group are also working hard and they are planning a series of 
concerts this autumn; the first of these, featuring the Foot Stomping Gospel 
Choir, will be in the Hall on Saturday 27 October.  The tickets will include 
refreshments and are expected to sell out quickly so book early!  There/ cont’d

8

Kirk News 32pp_OCT 2018.indd   8 28/09/2018   09:43



Building for the future continued 
There will also be a Christmas Tree Festival in the church from 
6 to 9 December and we expect to include around 36 decorated trees.  Details 
of these events will be publicised in the weekly Orders of Service and 
elsewhere and, naturally, we are hoping that they will be well supported. 

To sum up, so far a great deal of work has been done on this exciting but 
challenging project and many people have been very generous in their 
financial support.  This is very much appreciated.  We have nearly reached our 
first target and we hope that through further direct contributions and support of 
the fund raising events we will soon get there. 
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Blackhall St Columba's Church 

Saturday 27 October, 2018 
at 7 30pm 

Join Origin's Foot Stomping Gospel Band for an evening of 
fantastic blues and Gospel music in this fundraiser for 

Blackhall St Columba’s Church. 
Bring a friend to hear the talented Jonny Russell, Ellyn Oliver 

and Scott Rennie. 
The Origin band perform some awesome blues and Gospel. 

Tickets available from Church Office (0131 332 4431) 

£10 (£5 children) or £25 for a family ticket 

Registered Scottish Charity No. SC008756
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Music@St.Columba’s

Now that the new season is underway we will be busy with a variety of events, 
all with some musical component, leading up to Christmas. 

The first is the Harvest Thanksgiving service on 7 October.  The choir will sing 
a new harvest song and we will sing the great classic hymns of the season.  
Following that everyone is invited to stay for lunch and chat over soup, bread 
and cheese. 

On 27 October we start the first of a monthly series of Saturday evening 
events with the Foot Stompin’ Gospel Band.  This group of first class 
musicians and brilliant singers has performed all round the UK, many times in 
the Usher Hall and Glasgow Concert Hall as well as a tour in South Africa.  
They bring high energy, great musicianship and a genuine love of the Gospel 
music and its message of the love of God.  This is something everyone will 
enjoy and their enthusiasm is infectious.  If you can keep your feet still for the 
evening you are probably dead.  There will be light refreshments served during 
the intermission which will be the opportunity to connect with folk in our 
community.  The success of this first event will be dependent on each of us 
inviting friends and neighbours with confidence in the quality of the 
presentation. 

We have plans for a wide variety of evenings with organ and piano music, solo 
jazz singers, a piano, violin and oboe trio and a few surprises over the year.   
While all this starts as a fund raising endeavour for the Building for the Future, 
it is also a great opportunity to make contact with the community and for them 
to see St Columba’s is alive and active with a message to share with a needy 
world. 

Our Praise Band will continue to play for the family services and for some of 
the 11.00 am services on these days.  If you know folk who play instruments 
and would like to serve in this way please tell them to get in touch. 

The choir remains a solid backbone of the music in the services and we can 
always use new members and in particular men who enjoy singing.  If you can 
read music so much the better but that is not an essential requirement so feel 
free to offer your services and we can see where you can fit in. 

Thank you for the feedback and encouragement I regularly receive.  I always 
welcome your thoughts and suggestions for music to be played and hymns to 
be sung. 

Yours in Christian Service. 

Donald Cameron LLCM, Director of Music and Organist
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St Columba’s Junior Singers 
are looking for new members!  

The Singers have now started the new session and 
are already shaping up to be a good, enthusiastic 

group of singers.  We are, however, in need of more 
voices to help swell the sound and to ensure we 
always have enough singers to cover absences.  

If your child, or a child you know, is interested in 
coming along to our sessions, we would be delighted 
to welcome him/her.  We have no auditions – the only 

requirement is to enjoy singing – and no cost 
is involved.  

Our group is open to any child in the Blackhall area in 
the P3 – P7 age group and meets every Thursday 

during term time from 3.30pm – 4.15pm in the 
Upper Hall of Blackhall St Columba’s Church halls.  

For more information, phone Amy Donaldson 
332 1354 or come along any Thursday afternoon.
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The Kirk Session met on Tuesday 11 September 2018 

Building For The Future 
Fay Stirling, newly appointed as Project Manager, addressed Session and 
began by providing some background to her working career which for the last 
twenty years or so had included project management mainly in the financial 
services sector but also including other sectors. 
She updated Session on the significant progress to date.  This was clearly a 
complex project with a number of different facets all impacting on each other.  
The logistics of moving worship from the Sanctuary to the large hall had 
clearly required both priority and a lot of attention but there was a strong team 
in place not only for this part of the project but also for the other working 
groups. 
The current focus was on the technical aspects of the project and a high level 
design had been agreed with the Architect.  The next stage was to look at the 
actual detail including the interior design before then going to tender.  Fay was 
also able to confirm that we were just under £30,000 off achieving our phase 
one target of £1.1m which was very encouraging indeed.  There are a number 
of fund raising activities planned to help us reach the final figure.  The planned 
on site start date is the end of May 2019 on the basis that planning permission 
will have been given from the various bodies involved. 
Fay emphasised that there is a huge task in front of us with lots to do and the 
more people who help the more the burden is shared. 
The Moderator thanked Fay for her input and expressed the gratitude of 
Session to her for taking on this important role. 

Correspondence 
Four letters were received from: 
• Mary’s Meals - in acknowledgement of the donation of £912.70 for South 

Sudan raised as a result of a special collection.  The figure included £350 
from the Midweek lunch. 

• 23rd Craigalmond Scout Group – a letter was received from Diane Ross, 
Group Scout Leader, confirming that the Scout Group would restart in 
September. 

• Executors of Mrs Jessie Shaw – to advise that a total of £27,000 had been 
bequeathed by the late Mrs Shaw. 

• Edinburgh Headway Group – to acknowledge £242 received from the June 
Communion retiring offering. 

Elders Conference 
The Conference is to be held in the Chaplaincy Centre at Heriot Watt 
University on Saturday 6 October from 10.30am to 3pm.  It was noted/
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KIRK SESSION REPORT
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KIRK SESSION REPORT continued 
It was noted that the Moderator had been working closely with Rev Gordon 
Kennedy, Craiglockhart Church in planning the day, the title of which was 
‘Building for Change.’ 

Future Prayer Meeting 
The Moderator intimated his intention to hold a prayer meeting each 
Wednesday morning from 7 to 8am.  While open to all it might be particularly 
suitable for people on or prior to their way to work. 

Harvest Service 
Arrangements for distribution of gifts to Fresh Start and Edinburgh NE Food 
Bank will be in the hands of Fiona Cooke and one other.  There will be a 
Congregational lunch following the Harvest Service. 

Kirk News 
Christine Denham had intimated her wish to stand down as Editor of Kirk 
News after 8 years in post.  While a suitable tribute will be made in due 
course, the Moderator thanked Christine for the excellent job she has done 
over that period, acknowledging that she will be difficult to replace.  That task 
has been referred to the Communications Committee 

Local Church Review 
The three papers comprising the Local Church Review submission were 
accepted by Session.  It was noted that the quality of our submission had 
earlier drawn very favourable comment from the Presbytery Committee 
involved with our review which was most encouraging and no negative 
comments were offered.  The next step is for the review team from Presbytery 
to attend the October Session meeting.  This will be preceded by the Team 
meeting with the Moderator and following opening devotions the Moderator 
will leave the meeting and the review team will then discuss the review report 
with Session. 

Long Service Awards 
The Clerk informed Session that on Sunday 4 November, certificates will be 
presented to eight longstanding Elders, all women.  May 1966 saw women 
first being ordained as Elders and two years later ordained as Ministers of the 
Church of Scotland.  The eight women concerned are Christine Morrison, 
Elizabeth (Elma) Scott, Jean Wishart, Muriel Morton, Norma Murray, Alison 
Hewat, Phyllis King and Margaret McArthur. 

Retiral of Elder 
Angus Troup had intimated his resignation as an active ruling Elder. The Clerk 
informed Session that Angus had been ordained in 1991 and had been a most 
faithful Elder who was very well respected by all in his District.  He had also /
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KIRK SESSION REPORT continued 

He had also acted as the Church Photographer for a number of years, a role 
that he always discharged in a diligent and reliable way. 

Roll 
Session agreed to the admission:- 
• By Certificate of Transference – Mrs Margaret Maciver, Orchard Brae 

Avenue 
• By Resolution – Mr Andrew Merrylees, Ravelston Garden 

Sunday Tea & Coffee 
The Clerk advised Session that Anne McLennan had now taken over the role 
of Convener and asked members to support Anne when possible. 

Youth Service 
It has been decided to hold this Service in March of each year thus avoiding 
the Youth organisations having to attend two successive Services in 
November, namely the Youth Service and Remembrance Sunday. 

Eddie Thorn 
Session Clerk 

A big thank you to everyone who donates 
items for the starter packs.  I always receive 
a warm welcome and grateful thanks when 
I deliver the items to the warehouse, 
usually fortnightly.  There is a sheet listing items which Fresh Start put in their 
starter packs on the board in the hall and a laminated sheet drawing attention 
to any specific items which they are running short of.  Our rota of people who 
are in the halls on a Friday morning to receive goods has been made up until 
December but if anyone else would like to help, please get in touch. 

A reminder that, if it is easier to take your items directly to Fresh Start than 
bring them on a Friday morning, their warehouse at 22-24 Ferry Rd Drive is 
open Monday - Thursday 9am-4pm and on a Friday 9am-1pm.  

There is a page on their website about starter packs. 

http://www.freshstartweb.org.uk/starter-packs 

You might recognise the picture of the volunteer at the top of the page. 

Fiona Cooke, Fresh Start Coordinator
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Sheila R Ranken (1931 - 2018) 
Sheila was born in 1931 in Edinburgh, 3rd child of Archie 
and Dorothy Wallace, and sister to Ruth and Archie.  They 
had a very happy early childhood.  In 1936 they moved to 
Cramond where their father had a house built reflecting his 
love of the sea and boats and his time in the Merchant Navy. 
Her mother sadly died in 1940 aged 39.  Life for them was 
difficult during the war until Archie married Cathy Simpson 
a local widow with 2 daughters Christine and Charlotte in 1945.  So now there 
was a busy household of 5 teenagers and 7 dogs as father was a great dog 
lover.  On leaving Mary Erskine school Sheila worked in the National 
Commercial Bank before marrying Mac Ranken in 1953.  In 1957 she and 
Mac, along with their daughters Susie and Rosie, moved into 4 Columba Road 
to care for Mac’s ailing mother.  Wendy and Alastair completed the family. 
Those were very busy but happy years for Sheila, Mum loved caring for her 
family and it was always an open house at the Ranken’s, parties, outings and 
family gatherings, life was never dull at number 4.  The majority of family 
holidays were spent at Findhorn where they had bought a chalet on the beach 
which seemed to expand depending on the numbers staying that night. 
As the family grew up Sheila went to college and completed a secretarial 
course where upon she managed to pass the interview to become a part-time 
secretary in her husband’s accountancy business. 
In 1998 sadly Mac died suddenly and those were hard times for her.  3 years 
later she moved into a flat in Blackhall Village with her beloved dog Polly and 
enjoyed meeting up with her friends in the park for dog walks. 
Sheila had always been involved with St Columba’s Church and in 2000 
became an elder there where she was involved with The Guild, WRI and other 
local clubs. 
Sheila was very involved in the lives of her son-in-law Johnnie, daughter-in-
law Alison, 9 grandchildren and great grandson Archie.  She also later in life 
discovered the joys of travel with her friend Jess - Kenya, Russia, Norway, to 
name but a few of their destinations. 
In the last few years the family noticed changes in Sheila’s physical and 
mental health where it became untenable to support her at home without risk 
to herself.  In 2017 she moved to Sir James McKay House where she passed 
away peacefully in her sleep on Friday 17 August.  The staff at the home were 
exemplary in their care of Sheila and in their support to her family. 
Throughout her life Mum always saw the good in everyone and was a true 
Christian in every sense of the word.  (Contributed by the family.) 

A lovely lady, Sheila will be much missed by all who knew her. - Editor
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Who shall be saved? 

Readings from the Bible often relate to Salvation.  I have read, or heard, many 
times phrases such as “he that believeth in me shall have everlasting life” and 
there are worrying passages relating to “the day of judgement.”  The New 
Testament Romans, Chapter 10, Verse 9 states that “If the confession “Jesus 
is Lord” is on your lips and the faith that God raised him from the dead is in 
your heart, you will find salvation.” 

These sayings, quotations, and readings, regarding salvation always make me 
think of my days in the Police and as a public prosecutor. 

As a young Constable, I was based in the mining villages halfway between 
Glasgow and Edinburgh and for me, morally, things were quite straightforward.  
In my naivety, there was no real issue of who would get saved; people were 
either good or bad.  My job was to arrest, and bring to justice, the bad.  In my 
mind at that time, the defence lawyers and social workers who provided 
support and guidance to those arrested were as bad as those arrested.  As far 
as I was concerned, they impeded the proper punishment of the criminal I had 
arrested. 

It was not until the end of my Police Service (I served 16 years) that I truly 
began to notice the children in the houses I was called to.  Typical calls were a 
drunken disturbance, a noisy party or the never ending domestic disputes. 
Yes, early on in my service, the children were there - but I never truly noticed 
them.  They were running about, invariably distressed, understandably 
distressed, but were background chatter, background noise.  The main event 
was dealing with the domestic disturbance or breaking up a drunken fight.  I 
am sad to say that, in those days, the children didn’t really appear on my 
radar. 

One night, however, it changed for me.  I was called to yet another domestic 
disturbance.  The house was trashed, covered with empty beer cans, broken 
furniture - the usual scene, and I saw the inebriated householder lying 
prostrate on the couch watching a highly inappropriate video.  There were 4 
children running about and my attention was drawn to one child who looked 
particularly upset by what she had seen on the TV.  I resolved the situation to 
the best of my abilities.  For the rest of my nightshift, however, I couldn’t get 
the image of that distressed child out of my mind.  It made me wonder what 
chance these children have of leading law abiding, useful lives; of being 
mentally healthy and becoming responsible citizens.  How likely is it that they 
will be able to lead a Christian life when they are exposed to such terrible 
parental examples and behaviour at such an early age?  What sort of parents 
will these children subsequently turn out to be?  

I found the answer to these questions following a career move! / continued
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Who shall be saved? continued 
I left the Police to study law and qualified as a solicitor, subsequently 
practising as a Procurator Fiscal prosecuting in the Sheriff Courts of 
Linlithgow, Haddington, Livingston and Edinburgh.  I noticed that the same 
names from my days in the Police kept cropping up in Court.  I realised I was 
prosecuting the children of criminals that I had dealt with many years ago in 
the Police.  Déjà vu. 

Court process demands that, prior to a sentencing that is likely to lead to a 
prison sentence, the Judge or Sheriff calls for reports on the accused.  These 
reports are compiled by social workers or youth justice workers and give 
background history and information on the accused, including their early life 
and formative years. 

A typical background might involve being born with neonatal abstinence 
syndrome (i.e. the child is born with a predisposition to alcohol or drugs due to 
the mother’s drug or alcohol habit), family breakdown, exposure to violence, 
and periods in care.  I had access to these reports and often wondered 
(considering their background and how their formative years had been 
blighted) whether it could be right to label those who commit crime as 
criminals, or even evil.  Perhaps we can forgive the person - but not forgive the 
act?  Yet society has to have rules and the public need protection…  One 
could argue forever on this. 

Now that I am retired, I sit on a children’s panel, in order to help those 
vulnerable children in need of care, guidance and protection.  I have gone full 
circle in my beliefs.  Now I can appreciate the wonderful work social workers 
do to support, guide and nurture children in need.  They carry out this work 
under great time pressure and often facing hostility.   To complete my “about 
turn”, if I had my career again I would give serious consideration to becoming 
a defence lawyer.  Those accused of crime are desperately in need of 
someone to safeguard their interests, someone to articulate their case, as 
many of those accused of crime can hardly read or write, let alone understand 
Police procedures or Court processes. 

So, these “about turns” in my beliefs have left me with a quandary with my 
religious beliefs.  Life was so simple when I was younger, good or bad, saved 
or not saved.   Salvation for you, but not for you. 

Faith, to my mind, means carrying on believing when you have doubts; so this 
career journey of mine has not diminished my faith.  I just hope when 
judgement day comes God takes into account those background reports, 
before passing sentence. 

To save or not to save.  It’s not simple! 

Jonathan Barclay, Cramond, Edinburgh   barclay838@btinternet.com
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Wa✝ch Committee 

This year the Wa✝ch Committee is supporting Alzheimer Scotland. (Scottish 
Charity no. SC022315) 

The charity is based at The Prentice Centre, Granton Mains Avenue, 
Edinburgh EH4.  They provide a service for individuals who have a diagnosis 
of dementia and their families and carers.  They offer information and advice, 
family outreach support, carer support and education, day centre opportunities, 
befriending and community activities. 

They receive government and local authority funding but rely on the support 
of other organisations to continue their work.  Everything we raise this year 
will be donated to the charity and it is expected that this will be used to 
provide training for volunteers. 

Our fundraising started with the Summer Pennies Collection, raising the figure 
of £909.26 during the services in July and August and the committee would 
like to thank most sincerely all those who helped to raise this sum. 

Our next event is the Craft Coffee Morning which will be held in the Large 
Hall on Saturday 13 October between 10.00 am and 12.00 noon.  This is 
always a bright and cheerful occasion and we hope you will come to sample 
home baking and view (and buy) the produce of those talented people who do 
home crafts. 

The Christmas Fair will be held in the halls on Saturday 1 December at 
2.00 pm.  All the usual stalls will be there (see page 24) and you can take an 
early opportunity for a chat with Santa in his Grotto.  Please come and support 
our fundraising for Alzheimer Scotland. 

 George Millar, Wa✝ch Committee Convener
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Craft Coffee Morning 

Saturday 13 October 

10.00 am – 12 noon

Christmas Fair 

Saturday 1 December 

2.00 - 4.00 pm
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Fellowship Afternoon Group 

We are pleased to offer a new programme of monthly meetings.  If you would 
like to come along you can see the syllabus on the website at 
blackhallstcolumba.org.uk under community groups, or find each meeting 
advertised on the notice boards.  We are delighted to welcome all including 
any gentlemen (visitors £2, members £5 annually). 

At 2.15 on Tuesday October 16 in the Small Hall we are pleased that Grant 
Douglas is allowing us to see edited highlights of his MBE Investiture.  We 
hope as many people as possible will attend. 

November 13 meeting will be following Bob and Doreen Barker’s Diamond 
Wedding Cruise from Singapore to South Africa. 

If you are free on these afternoons then why not join us? 

F.D. 
Tuesday Topics 

Tuesday Topics resumed for this session on 25 September at 7.30pm in the 
small hall.  We looked forward to an exciting and varied programme.  On 
9 October Christine Murdie’s topic is ‘Wildlife around Edinburgh and 
beyond’.  On 23 October Dr Karen Pearson will present ‘The story of genetics, 
past, present and future’. 

Our chosen charity this year is Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance and a 
speaker from the organisation will attend on 6 November.  

On 20 November our local MSP Alex Cole-Hamilton will give a talk on 
‘Behind the scenes as an MSP’. 

We are delighted that on 4 December Amy Donaldson and her group Quern 
are able to provide us with their excellent music at our Christmas social 
evening. 

A warm welcome is extended to all existing and any new members. 

Membership for the year remains at £15 or £2 an evening for visitors. 

Any enquiries please contact 

Jacky Cowie, Secretary   332 1066, or  Eleanor Lowrie,   332 4827
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Tribute to the Rev Ernest G Sangster (1932 - 2018) 
Minister of Blackhall St Columba’s Church from 1976 - 1990 

Born in June I932, on a small farm near Lumphanan, on 
Deeside, Ernest was the youngest of five siblings.  His 
coming as an extra mouth to feed was perhaps not entirely 
welcome!  When he was five his father died and his mother 
had to leave the farm and move the family to Aberdeen. 

Ernest went to Skene Street School in a poor area where an 
excellent young primary teacher, Miss Smith, had to fight  
her headmaster to allow three boys from her class, 
including Ernest, to sit the Robert Gordon's College 
Bursary Exam.  All three passed, did well at Gordon's, and went on to attend 
university.  At Gordon's, Ernest proved an excellent scholar and was prominent 
in musical and dramatic activities. 

Members of his family were always active in the church and, aged 14, Ernest 
became the youngest paid church organist in Aberdeen.  He kept on his duties 
as organist and choirmaster throughout his school career and his undergraduate 
Arts degree. 

Leaving school as Classics Dux, Ernest graduated with an Honours M.A. from 
Aberdeen University.  By then, he had felt a vocation to the ministry so he 
stayed on at Aberdeen to earn his Bachelor of Divinity, while his organ playing 
had to give way to the need for practical church experiences as attached 
student and later Assistant Minister. 

Throughout his academic time at Aberdeen University his good Baritone voice 
and dramatic abilities were put to good use in various choirs and on the stage 
of His Majesty's Theatre in various student shows.  Two of his fellow students 
went on to found ‘Scotland the What?’ which is why Ernest later got 
permission to use some of their comic sketches with Dollar Drama Club! 

After an assistant-ship at St. Machar’s Cathedral in Aberdeen, Ernest went for 
a year as a Fulbright Scholar to Union Seminary, Richmond, Virginia, gaining 
a Masters in Theology degree.  There followed two happy years in Oriel 
College Oxford studying for a Doctorate in Philosophy.  Sadly, he never 
completed this, having realised that an academic life was not for him and 
having been invited to apply for the post of Chaplain for Students at 
St Andrew’s University.  He filled this post with his customary energy, warm-
heartedness, and pastoral sensitivity.  Taking groups of students to Iona in 
vacations produced two future leaders of the Iona Community. 

It was at St. Andrews that he met Alison, then in her junior honours year.  
They were engaged less than a year later, married in less than two, / continued
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Tribute to Rev Ernest G Sangster continued 

and, by the time his four and a half years in St. Andrews were over, they had 
two little boys! 

A call came to parish ministry in Beechgrove Church, Aberdeen, where he 
remained for ten years during which time they had another two children.  
From Aberdeen, he was called here to Blackhall St. Columba's Church where 
he ministered for fourteen years. 

His last seven years of ministry, pre-retirement age, took him to Alva Parish 
Church and their happy years in the Hillfoots led Alison and Ernest to choose 
Dollar as their retirement destination. 

Until the age of eighty, Ernest acted as locum in various charges.  His 
retirement was a full and happy one.  His golf, in particular, was a great joy to 
him.  Acting and producing with Dollar Drama, visiting and hosting with the 
French Twinning, membership of the Dollar Music and History Societies all 
brought him much satisfaction.  When he stopped doing duty as a minister, he 
was delighted to fill in as organist in various churches in the area and was as 
‘pleased as punch’ when he was able to accept the position as full-time 
organist for the Linkage. 

Throughout his ministry; his love of language fed into his prayers and 
sermons, his love of music fed into his choice of hymns (always carefully 
matched to his message for the day), his love of people found expression in his 
pastoral caring.  His love of God and Christ inspired his whole life.  
(From the funeral tribute) 

Postscript: When Ernest left Blackhall St Columba’s to go to Alva his much 
appreciated contribution to the life of the congregation was reflected in the 
tribute paid at his last Kirk Session meeting:- 
‘As most present had been members or elders during the whole of Mr. Sangster's 
14 year ministry there was no need to dwell on the detail of his work but it did not 
take long to recall that he had improved our hall accommodation, improved our 
administration by setting up the church office, improved our community relations by 
supporting the introduction of the Blackhall Bulletin and maintained the numerical 
strength of our congregation at a time when the national church was suffering a 
decline in numbers.  These were considerable achievements and it could truly be said 
that he was leaving things better than he had found them.  But we also had to thank 
Mr Sangster for enriching our thinking and our worship in his ministry of Word and 
Sacrament among us - he had brought high standards to our pulpit in the content and 
delivery of his preaching, in his love of music and singing and in his teaching of the 
children.’ 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Alison and her family at this sad time.
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Harvest Appeal 

Together we’re powerful 

This Harvest, we stand together with women like Aster in Ethiopia, to rejoice 
and call for gender justice through Christian Aid’s 2018 Harvest Appeal.  As 
we celebrate and praise God for providing all we need, we also stand with our 
sisters whose harvests are uncertain. 

For the once-overburdened Aster, life was a constant struggle, simply because 
she is a woman.  Farming, cooking, carrying firewood – no matter how hard 
she worked, she was unable to save enough money to support her family.  But 
Aster refused to be beaten by poverty. 

She came together with women in her village to set up their own shop, 
powered by the sun.  With training from our partner, Aster and her sisters 
turned this shop into a thriving business 
that benefits her, the community and the 
environment.  

In Aster’s own words:  ‘Coming together 
as a women’s group, it’s like adopting 
sisters; another family.  We share 
happiness and sorrow together.  They 
share my burden and help me face my 
challenges.’ 

Solar energy has given Aster’s village not just literal power – they once had no 
access to electricity – but also the power to change their lives.  Now Aster and 
her sisters can save for the future, make their children proud, and challenge 
traditions while caring for the planet.  All this in an environment where 
climate change hits women and girls the hardest.  

Aster's sister, Ari, says: ‘In the past women were not recognised and we were 
not free.  Having money as women was difficult.  We didn’t have any reserves 
for the hard times or the drought.' 

Now thanks to you, women like Aster have the power to own their own 
businesses, adapt to climate change, and nurture their environment for future 
generations.  They have the power to transform their lives and communities. 

/ continued

??

Housegroups 

Monday Afternoon Housegroup 

This Bible Fellowship Group continues to meet at Apartment 3, 2 Barnton 
Grove, when we are considering the Book of Revelation and what it means for 
today.  The next meeting is on Monday, 16 July, at 2.30pm when we will be 
looking at Chapter 2, and thereafter on Monday afternoons at 2.30pm.  There 
is room for one or two more to attend but please let Bob or Doreen Barker 
know on 339 6010 if you wish to come. 

Monday Evening Housegroup  

This group, meeting at the home of Mary Morrison, has now finished for the 
summer. 

We begin again on Monday, 3 September, from 7.30 - 9pm.  Anyone interested 
in discussing certain themes in the Bible is welcome to join.  Among other 
topics we have looked at the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control and have enjoyed each other’s thoughts 
and company.  We have all benefited. 

Prayer Time 

At this time of year there are special things to pray about.  Scripture Union 
camps are underway at Altnacriche, Glenshee, King’s Cross in Arran, Lendrick 
Muir and North Berwick.  Most of these will run all through the school 
holidays with successive groups of young people arriving, being catered for, 
being entertained, having fun, learning about God’s love in Jesus and being 
challenged to follow him. 

PRAY for the catering staff, the speakers, the leaders that they may have 
stamina and grace in all relationships, that the Holy Spirit will work and lives 
be changed. 

PRAY for locally based missions across the city including our own in 
Blackhall, for Marie and her team that they may be used by you to 
communicate God’s love for everyone. 

Mary Morrison
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‘There are many members, yet one body in Christ. 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is 
honoured, all rejoice together with it.’.  (1 Corinthians 12:20, 26) 

When we stand together as one body, we rejoice to see Aster’s life 
transformed.  With your support this Harvest, we can expand on our solar 
energy initiatives across Ethiopia, Malawi, Burkina Faso and Honduras.  Your 
gift will help rural women improve their lives through access to sustainable 
energy – £75 could train a group of women to use solar power to run their own 
businesses.  

FAIRTRADE STALL 

The new Autumn/Winter catalogues have arrived.  Take one to browse through 
and find the fabulous array of gifts, household items and food available from 
Traidcraft plc.  The food on the stall is only a selection of what is available.  
You can give us an order anytime and the delivery is quick. 

Advent calendars will be on sale in November and if you want a particular one 
with or without chocolate you only have to ask. 

The stall will be held up to Christmas on 14 October, 11 November and 
9  December. 

Please do support us.  Traidcraft plc is independent of the huge world wide 
Fairtrade organisation (although part of it) and they work closely with local 
farmers and producers to give them a fair living. 

Elspeth Williamson 

elspethwilliamson@gmail.com 
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In this magazine there is an envelope for Christian Aid’s Harvest Appeal 
and this Harvest your donation goes further.  Every £1 you give will be 
worth £5, thanks to funding from the European Union.  That's five times the 
number of lives you can transform this year.  Together we're powerful.  And 
together, we can create a world where everyone can live a full life, free from 
poverty.  

Scottish Registered Charity no. SC039150
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Church Christmas Fair - Saturday 1 December 

These stalls are seeking donations by the end of November - 

Books    Bottles    Bric-a-Brac 

Fashion Accessories .. new or nearly new  

Hampers    Light & Bright .. new items    Tombola    Toys and Games  

We will also be grateful for homemade  Craft, Baking  and  Sweets. 

However, help is wanted now please for - 

Tombola 

The Tombola Stall will appreciate NEW IDEAS for vouchers.  

Please suggest a business that might support us. 

These may include 

beauticians, cafés, florists, garden centres, hairdressers, 

 restaurants, shops, sporting clubs or events …..   

or, people with skills who might donate their time. 

Please make suggestions to the Tombola team by contacting 

Rosi Watt      332 4027      rosijwatt@outlook.com 

Hampers 

We would be grateful for any hampers, baskets, or even nice boxes 
suitable for the Hamper Stall at the Christmas Fair. 

For collection contact Ann Wood 312 6730, 

or they can be left at the church. 

Thank you !
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“In Christ’s name we seek to support people 
to achieve the highest quality of life 

which they are capable of achieving at any given time” 

Christmas may be 11 weeks away but now is the time to 
think about the cards we will be sending to friends at 
home and abroad.  As usual, I will be selling cards - just a 
few shown here - on behalf of CrossReach and hope that 
members of St Columba's will continue to support this 
vital section of the Church's work.  100% of the profit 
CrossReach receives from the sale of their Christmas 
Cards and Calendars goes to support their caring work 
across Scotland. 

Cards and Calendars will be on sale in the large hall after 
morning worship on - 
Sundays 4, 11, 18 and 25 November. 

Margaret Brown, Church ‘Link’ 

As you may know Life and Work is the Church of 
Scotland magazine which comes out every month. 

There are articles about what is happening in the 
Church of Scotland worldwide, readers’ letters, book 
reviews and all the things you would expect from a 
magazine, including a crossword. 

It’s an interesting read and, if you get it through your church, only costs £2.55 
a month.  It costs more on Newstands.  If you order it, you would be expected 
to pay £30.60 in January/February.  Unfortunately the costs have gone up for 
the coming year but I hope that this will not put you off. 

It would be delivered to you in the same way as Kirk News. 

Do get in touch with me (Alison Hewat at rajahewat1@btinternet.com or leave 
a note in the office) if you are interested.  I shall be ordering next year’s 
supply at the beginning of November.  You can let me know later than that if 
you wish as I can increase the order any time but cannot decrease it until the 
next annual review.
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‘We tend to learn the most when we face things that 
don't go right’  Published on 11 September 2018

The Moderator of the General Assembly has 
questioned whether young people are being 
denied the opportunity to get the most out of life 
by not being properly taught how to deal with 
disappointment. 

The Rt Rev Susan Brown explored the thought 
provoking issue in her first monthly column 
published in the Press and Journal newspaper. 

The summer holidays have come to an end and the 
schools are back.  It is an exciting prospect for some 
pupils and daunting for others. 

I recently returned to the secondary school I went to to speak to the pupils at 
the annual prize-giving.  I confess that I was in two minds about what to say.  I 
enjoyed school, but it was a very long time ago now and I cannot remember 
there ever being a prize-giving.  Perhaps there were no such things back in the 
day, but I suspect that even if there were, I may not have been invited to too 
many.  While I played hockey for the school and the county and in the brass 
section of the county orchestra, I was not the most academic of students and 
back then, that was what mattered. 

I also distinctly remember being told as my 5th year at school drew to a close, 
that there was no way I would get to university.  I still remember the Guidance 
teacher.  Her name and face are deeply imprinted on my brain because her 
remarks that day, scarred me.  I have no idea if the teacher was playing a 
clever long-game with the intention of spurring me on to greater things or 
whether she was, as they say these days, ‘saying it like it was’.  But either 
way, it was not exactly the most encouraging thing to say to a pupil who, just 
by thinking of university, was breaking the mould up to that point of family 
achievements and expectations. 

I came from the poorer end of town and no one from our family had ever been 
to university.  These days, young people are far more likely to be told the 
world is their oyster and that all things are possible than they are to hear words 
of discouragement.  While that might seem like a much better approach to life 
- and at the risk of sounding like the Rev I M Jolly - I find myself wondering if 
the pendulum may not have swung just a little too far the other way. /continued
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‘We tend to learn the most when we face things that don't go right’ cont’d 

If you are continually told you can achieve whatever goals you set yourself, 
how prepared are you for those times when failure hits?  What does it do to 
your self-esteem and your self-confidence when you are not able to reach the 
goals you yourself have set and everyone has told you are within your grasp?  
What happens when you constantly come up against others who are better than 
you are or are far more successful?  Is it not every bit as harmful to be told you 
can be and do anything, as it is to be told that certain things are more than 
likely beyond your reach? 

In fact, I think we are seeing the effect of the overly-positive coddling of our 
young people in the sharp rise of anxiety, depression, self-harming and 
suicidal thoughts among them.  In the United States there are those who have 
spent some time studying this very issue and they have come up with a named 
condition for it.  They call it ‘failure deprivation’ and in their findings they 
have concluded that it is only in learning to cope with disappointments and 
failures that young people gain the resilience they need to get the most out of 
life and themselves.  I suppose that means that if I was to be kind to my 
guidance teacher back in the late 1970’s and look for the positive in the 
negative she threw my way, then I might say she was saving me from ever 
suffering from failure deprivation. 

The lesson she passed on was one in the harsh realities of life - one that told 
me that things do not always work out the way we want them to and that 
nothing is an automatic given.  It is a hard and painful lesson to learn but, at 
the same time, it is also true that it is through facing what does not go right 
that we tend to learn the most.  From a Christian perspective, remembering our 
faults and our failures is something that is very much a part of the pattern of 
faithful living.  Whenever we talk to God, we do so bearing in mind his 
greatness and our feebleness.  And we do that, not to be kept in our place, but 
in order to experience the refreshing freedom that comes from God’s 
willingness to work with us so that we might learn from the past and so that 
we may find a far greater future opening up for us. 

Perhaps as well as applauding those who achieve, we should applaud even 
more loudly those who have tried and failed and tried again.  And we should 
celebrate those who are willing to go beyond their comfort zone to try things 
they may not be able instantly to do.  These are the people who will find they 
have the skills they need to be all they can be, which is happier and healthier 
and more rounded human beings. 

Extracted from the Church of Scotland website.
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Venture Week

This is just a wee note to say thank you to those of you 
who brought plastic cups to the Church.  They were 
extremely useful for Venture Week and what is more 
we were able to use the right coloured cups for each 
team.  This was noticed and highly appreciated as we 
were trying to build team spirit.  They will be so useful 
for many other occasions too and will mean we can be 
more eco friendly in the future. 

Thank you also to those of you who provided baking on each of the three days 
at the beginning of Venture Week.  Your offerings were delicious and 
disappeared very quickly. 

Thank you also to those of you who offered to bake for us but were not needed 
on this occasion.  You are not off the hook as we will ask again I’m sure in the 
future. 

It is so great that all of you who contributed rose to the occasion.  You know 
who you are. [Appeals in Kirk News do work.] 

Alison Hewat
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Thank

You

Follow-up 

Firstly, thank you for all who contributed to our 
TeamBuilders Venture Week Holiday Club 2018.


We couldn't have run it without you.

 


The team are back after the summer and have 
already started to make plans for next years club.  

We will shortly be releasing a feedback 
questionnaire, so watch this space! 
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Blackhall Youth Fellowship Reunion 

On 16 September 35 former members of St Columba's Youth 
Fellowship gathered to remember the founding seventy years 
ago of what became a very strong and influential part of the 
congregation's life.  It began under the ministry of Rev J. G. 
Matheson.  There were two original members present and 
others from the fifties, sixties, and seventies.  They attended 
morning worship, where former members Iain King and Muriel 
Morton read lessons and Rev Mary Morrison shared the service 
with our present minister.  As a symbol of passing on the faith 
to today's young people Iona marble crosses were given to each 
of the youth organisations and they in turn gave us bookmarks 
they had made.  

Afterwards we enjoyed lunch in the Holiday Inn and reminisced 
over great times in the past.  The Y.F. was firmly based in 
commitment, worship and action and since we organised 
ourselves, with a committee and a series of Presidents, it was a 
wonderful training ground in leading worship, public speaking 
and Bible Study as well as having fun and in some cases finding 
husbands or wives.  We are all thankful to God and to one 
another for the experience and we remember those who shared 
with us and have now gone to their heavenly home. 

Accompanying the reunion is a book ‘Memories of Blackhall 
Youth Fellowship’ costing £5 and available from Mary 
Morrison.  A group photo was taken for which orders can be 
given to Mary or Iain King.
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Letter from Church of Scotland Stewardship 
and Finance Department – June 2018 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

I write to thank you most sincerely for supporting the worship, mission and 
service of the Church through the money you give in your offerings. It is 
important that you should know what happens to this money and this letter 
intends to explain how your congregation's Ministries and Mission Contribution 
will be used to enable the work of the Church in 2018. 

30

Edinburgh: 010007 Blackhall St Columba's 

Total Contribution to Ministries and Mission for 2018 

£113,394

Mission (16.5%) 

£18,710 of your total 
contribution will be used to 
support the Church's work in: 
resourcing congregations for 

Christian education and outreach; 
providing social care services in 

Christ’s name to further the caring 
work of the Church to people 

 in need;  
accompanying partners around 

the world on our shared  
Christian journey;  

contributing the Church's opinion 
in public debate and on issues 

affecting Scotland and the World; 
providing central day-to-day 

service work in administrative, 
financial and legal matters;  
and in planning the General 
Assembly and ensuring the 

Moderator represents the Church.

!

Ministries (83.5%) 

£94,684 of your total contribution 
will go towards the costs of 

providing over 750 ministers and 
other parish workers in 

communities throughout Scotland 
and further afield. This contribution 

also assists with the costs of 
recruitment and training. 

The 2018 cost of a parish minister 
at the top of the stipend scale is 

£42,362 (stipend plus employer's 
national insurance and pension 

contributions). If your contribution 
to Ministries is above this figure, 

then your church is meeting the full 
cost of your ministry and supporting 

other congregations. If it is less 
than £42,362, your congregation 

(or linked charge) is being 
supported by other congregations.

!
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Letter from Church of Scotland continued  

As you will see, the contribution from your congregation ensures a very 
diverse ministry is maintained, and that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is shared in 
many ways and in many places.  Many churches have made additional 
Ministries and Mission contributions throughout the past year and these have 
also been gratefully received. 

Should your church wish any support or resources from the Stewardship and 
Finance Department please do not hesitate to contact me. The National 
Stewardship Programme has been running for several years and our team of 
consultants is willing to guide your church through a stewardship programme, 
or simply to provide you with some ideas and advice.  Please remember that 
the consultants will work with your church free of charge - there is no cost for 
their time. 

I do look forward to assisting you in any way I can. 

Yours in Christ, 

(Sgd) Archie McDowall 

Deputy Treasurer - Congregational Finance 
Email: AMCDOWALL@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Congregational Number 010007
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DEADLINES
Kirk News - 21 October 2018 
Please send all items to the Editor: 
Christine Denham c/o Church Office 
Home tel: 336 5943 or email 
kirknews@blackhallstcolumba.org.uk 

Blackhall Bulletin - 28 October 2018 
All items should be sent to the Editor: 
Barbara Wilson c/o Church Office 
Home tel: 312 6035 or email 
bulletin@blackhallstcolumba.org.uk  

Enquiries about advertisements should 
be sent to Kay Rich: 
8 Queen’s Ave South         Tel: 332 8502

Blackhall St Columba’s Church Large Hall 

Wednesday 14 November 

2 - 4 pm  and 17 30 - 19 40 pm 

Letter from Church of Scotland continued  

As you will see, the contribution from your congregation ensures a very 
diverse ministry is maintained, and that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is shared in 
many ways and in many places.  Many churches have made additional 
Ministries and Mission contributions throughout the past year and these have 
also been gratefully received. 

Should your church wish any support or resources from the Stewardship and 
Finance Department please do not hesitate to contact me. The National 
Stewardship Programme has been running for several years and our team of 
consultants is willing to guide your church through a stewardship programme, 
or simply to provide you with some ideas and advice.  Please remember that 
the consultants will work with your church free of charge - there is no cost for 
their time. 

I do look forward to assisting you in any way I can. 

Yours in Christ, 

(Sgd) Archie McDowall 

Deputy Treasurer - Congregational Finance 
Email: AMCDOWALL@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Congregational Number 010007
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