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PLUMBING & HEATING

From leaking taps to Complete Heating Systems
Gas safe registered. Fixed prices.

T: (0131) 332 3224 | www.bdllinaconstruction.co.uk

JUNIOR JUDO

BLACKHALL

Working in partnership with Active Schools

JUDO FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 5-15 YEARS

1 SPECIAL OFFER

FREE JUDO SUIT (worth £40)
UPON ENROLMENT TO CLASS

Offer is for a limited period and is at the discretion of Destination Judo

A

$) 0131467 9054

| "www.destinationjudo.com
Ei (5 info@destinationjudo.com

TAYLOR PROPERTY SERVICES Ltd
All aspects of property maintenance
APPROVED FLATROOF CONTRACTOR OF
FIRESTONE EPDM RUBBER SYSTEM
20 YEARS GUARANTEE
SLATING: TILING: HARLING: STONEWORK:
POINTING: GUTTERS: CHIMNEYS REMOVED:
EXTERNAL PAINTING: GAS COWLS: RHONES:
YEARLY GUTTER CLEANING with
FREE ROOF CHECK
Call 0131 312 7826

BOLAND JARRETT

IEDINBURGH LIMTED
B BUILDING CONTRACTORS

THE PROPERTY CARE SPECIALISTS

BATHROOMS, SHOWERS, KITCHENS
P
7 am REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE w

LEAD REPLACEMENT WORK i
JOINERY - GAS WORK - ALL TRADES

0131 - 557 - 8155

48 NORTHUMBERLAND ST., ERINBURGH

BRIAN SALVONA ROOFING

Slating, Tiling Flat Roof Work,
Rhones, Gutters, Chimneys,
Pointing, Harling

336 3550

BRIAN SALVONA
41 MAIN STREET, DAVIDSON’S MAINS
EDINBURGH EH4 5BZ

THINKING OF ADVERTISING
IN THE BULLETIN ?

Adverts, preferably sent as a pdf, are accepted in two
sizes, either:
Y, page portrait (9cm x 13c¢m)
£42.50 per issue or £150 for four consecutive issues
or
Y page landscape (9 x 6.5 cm)
£22.50 per issue or £80 for four consecutive issues

For further information please contact :
Kay Rich on 332 8502

baillie
you will be surprised
by what we do

photos on canvas banners

window graphics vehicle graphics
illuminated signs directories
digital prints a-boards
bespoke signs exhibition stands
plaques built up/ flat cut letters
site signs safety signs
shop fascias architectural signs

photos in acrylic pop-up banners/ stands

184 - 186 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh EH4 2BW
T: 0131 315 2800 F: 0131 315 2797
E:sales@baillie.co.uk
www.bailliesigns.com




Good News of Great Joy

One of the delightful aspects of the Christmas season is the celebration of unique and
sometimes quirky family "traditions" that make the season special for each one of us. In my
family, we usually have a number of them, ranging from eating a ‘picnic’ style dinner on
Christmas Eve with the children (now grown up) to watching Christmas films, like It’s A
Wonderful Life.’ These traditions have become part of our celebration ritual.

One of my favourite films as a child was "A Charlie Brown Christmas." I loved the music that undergirded the animated
characters and plot; I loved the fact that Charlie Brown finds the lowliest Christmas tree for the pageant, and I loved Linus's
gentle, yet poignant reminder of the true meaning of Christmas. [ will never forget his slow walk to the centre of the stage with
thumb in mouth and blanket trailing behind him.

To this day, his recitation from the second chapter of Luke still gives me goose bumps. It is a wonderful image as I hear his
small, childlike voice proclaiming the powerful message of God's good news for the whole world:

"And the angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; for
today in the city of David there has been born for you a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find
a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.' And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God, and saying, 'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom God is pleased'" (Luke 2:8-14).

In recalling Linus's recitation, I've been thinking about the message of good news the angels proclaimed to the shepherds that
starry night. I think about what a contrast that message is to our prevailing "bad news" messages today. Random violence,
terror, and wars continue; thousands dying of hunger in war-stricken countries, like in Yemen; an increasingly hostile political
climate; and news of illness and loss of life among friends and family. It is hard not to feel at times that the world is full of bad
news.

As I contrast the bad news of our world with Luke's message of good news, [ have to wonder if it's just wishful thinking. In
light of our bad news world, what is good about the good news? Notably the angel proclaims that salvation has come in “one
born this day in the city of David, who is Messiah."” For those poor shepherds, this was indeed good news! Their deliverer had
come to rescue them from Roman oppression, and now all of Israel would be restored under the rule of God's Messiah.

But this good news would go beyond the boundaries of ethnic Israel to the whole world.
The good news of God's promised Messiah demonstrates God's favour towards 'all
people.' "Glory to God in the highest,” the angel host proclaims, "And on earth peace among
men with whom God is pleased.”

So often, perhaps influenced by bad news all around us, many of us struggle with a
foreboding sense that God is angry with us, smouldering with rage and wrath against us.
But the angels declare the exact opposite—and this is indeed, good news!

God sends Jesus, the Messiah, out of a sense of delight and pleasure with his creation. The Messiah coming as one of us,
Immanuel, God with us is the greatest good news we could ever hope to receive. Jesus says in John's gospel, "For God so loved
the world that he gave his only, begotten son; that whosoever believes in him will not perish but have everlasting life" (John 3:16).

Dear friend, in the face of the bad news of our world and in our lives, the good news of God should resound in our hearts and
minds as we enter the Christmas season: God is with us and God loves us! Jesus inaugurates the reign of good news, his shalom
(Peace), even in the face of bad news. All are invited to share in this good news.

The good news of God's reign exists even in the midst of crisis. The good news of God's reign offers hope that Immanuel has
arrived in Jesus. And even when the news is overwhelmingly bad, the promise resounds: "In the world, you will have trouble,
but take heart, I have overcome the world"” (John 16:33). This is indeed good news.

Wherever you are and whatever situation you are at, let me encourage you to look to the Christ of Christmas; after all, He is
the reason for the season, and allow His forgiving love to embrace you and to restore some comfort, peace and joy this
Christmas season and beyond.

Wishing you and yours a blessed Christmas and a Joyful New Year,

Benjamin

(Minister)



What can we say?........... The people of Blackhall St Columba’s have been fantastic in their response to the fundraising appeal for the
Building for the Future Project. We’ve smashed through our first target and now have secured the funding to allow us to progress
Phase 1. This is great news!

A quick reminder of what we are doing in Phase 1:
¢  Upgrading the infrastructure of the church — heating, lighting, sound and visual systems
* Removing the pews and replacing them with chairs which will allow us to use the fabulous space in the church more flexibly
*  Creating a more welcoming and transparent entrance area
¢ Installing new flooring and storage
*  Creating a resource area
* Extending the raised area of the Apse to bring whoever is leading services and events closer to the congregation
So where are we with progressing all of this work?
*  We’ve applied for the necessary permissions from Edinburgh Council and the Church of Scotland
*  We’re close to finalising the interior design and a full presentation will go to the Kirk Session in January
*  We’re planning how we prepare the church for the works to begin — including where we are going to store all of the
equipment and artefacts
*  We’ve started the process of selecting contractors for various elements of the project and that will continue into the new
year.

That all sounds great, but when will we start to see things happening? We expect to move out of the church and start using the halls
for our regular services in May. It is easiest to get the halls ready for that purpose during the Easter holidays when most organisations
have a break.

And what of Phase 2? Well we’re kicking off a significant programme of fundraising events involving both the church and the
community. ....... a taster of what’s coming up in the immediate future:
*  Christmas Tree Festival — 6-9 December
o Come and enjoy 35+ trees decorated by local organisations and businesses, enjoy some festive refreshments and
vote for the best tree!
*  Concerts - various dates
o You’ve maybe missed our Foot Stomping Gospel Band, or Phillipa Wood singing the Great American Songbook,
but don’t despair, there is music for everyone coming in the new year — classical and modern organ and piano
concerts with visiting artists as well as some of our own; violin and oboe recitals and much more

We’re sure there is something in the programme for everyone, so please do come along and support as many events as you can. After
all, Blackhall St Columba’s is for all of the local community!

££2842848848408484 048040400408 400020

Village Grarage

SERVICING AND REPAIRS ON ALL MAKES

ALL MOT AND PREPARATION CARRIED OUT
BMW SPECIALISTS
CALL ROBERT OR STEVIE 0131-315 2865

206 QUEENSFERRY ROAD, BLACKHALL, EDINBURGH, EH4 2BN




Church
Diary
DECEMBER
2" 11.00am Morning Worship — Band Service
1* Sunday in Advent
9™  11.00am Family Gift Service (All Age)
12"  12noon  Mid Week Service
16™ 11.00am  Morning Worship —
9 Lessons and Carols
16™ 2-3pm  Christmas Carols at Sainsbury’s
Craigleith do come and join us
18"  4.00 pm  Strachan House Service
23" 11.00am Morning Worship - 4th Sunday in Advent
24™  7.00 pm Christmas Eve - All age Family Service
11.00 pm  Carols with the Choir
11.15 pm  Watch Night Service
25"™  10.30 am  Christmas Morning Family Service
30" 11.00am Morning Worship with Short Communion
JANUARY 2019
6"  9.30am Early Family Service
11.00 am  Morning Worship
9™  12noon  Mid Week Service
13" 11.00am Morning Worship
20™ 11.00am  Morning Worship
23" 12noon  Mid Week Service
27"  11.00 am  Morning Worship
FEBRUARY 2019
3" 930am  Early Family Service
11.00 am  Morning Worship
6™ 12noon  Mid Week Service
10"  11.00am Morning Worship
17" 11.00am  Morning Worship
20™ 12noon  Mid Week Service
24™  930am Communion Sunday
11.00am  Communion Sunday

p. *

Blackhall St. Columba’s Church
WA+ CH Committee

Christmas Fair

On Saturday 1st
December at 2 p.m.

<

In Blackhall St. Columba’s Church
Halls(Queensferry Road)

Stalls Include Baking, Books,
Bottle, Bric-a-Brac, Craft,
Fashion Accessories, Hampers,
Sweets, Tombola & Toys.

Entrance 50p per Adult

Proceeds to Alzheimer Scotland -
the Prentice Centre in Granton

The Scottish registered charity number of Alzheimer Scotland is SC022315
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Christmas Tree Festival
In Blackhall St Columba’s Church

6'"— 8" December

Please come and view the 38 trees decorated by
local businesses or church groups

Tickets (including refreshments) are
£5 for adults and £1 for children

Thursda}: 6 6pm — 8.30 pm

Friday 7' 1lam - 4pm and
6pm 8.30pm

Saturday 8" 1lam - 4 pm

All proceeds to the Building for the Future proiect.




Prayer Corner

Who is mighty as you are, O Lord, with your
faithfulness all around you ? You rule the
raging of the sea, when its waves rise, you
still them. Psalm 89 v 8-9

The Christian life is like a deep ocean, not easily mastered but
definitely filled with profound treasures. Imagine standing at
the water’s edge, waves pounding, the swill dashing and the
turmoil of the whole picture. The many currents created
between your past and God’s future for you! All allow for
you to plumb the depths. What God is doing in you and your
land-loving instincts is necessarily and surely different, and
sometimes you will feel caught in the middle of two powerful
forces. However, you must allow yourself to sink deep into
the waters of transformation to the point that you feel
completely helpless and surrender into His safe anchorage.
When we allow God’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit, to teach us to
swim towards the loving arms of Jesus no matter the waves
that try to drown us, we will become seaworthy and
Christworthy, able to survive and come through into His will
for us.

When you go through deep waters and great trouble, I will be
with you. When you go through the rivers of difficulty, you
will not drown ! Isiaih 43:2

Dear God. 1 do prefer to stay on land, but I also realise that
your waters give and teach me true life. Thank you for
teaching me to swim in the precious name of Jesus and
Saviour. Amen.

Flowers in Church
December

This month the flowers will be donated as

follows:-
2" Mrs Muriel Morton
9" Mrs Lynette Aitken
17" Mrs Moira Purves

Mrs Jacqui Lowe and Mrs Lesley Johnson will
be delivering the flowers.

Violet Troup
(Flower Convener)

RAMSAY CORNISH

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

EDINBURGH

As featured on BBC's Antiques Road Trip
Ramsay Cornish is Edinburgh’s busiest independent saleroom

Buying and Selling at auction has never been easier

Weekly General Interiors and Collectables Auctions: to include Modern and Antique Furniture and Interiors items
to suit every taste and budget.

Regular Specialist Auctions: to include Fine Antiques, Paintings, Siilver, Jewellery, Militaria, Objets d'art etc.

Please contact us to make an appointment for a free home visit or valuation

15-17 Jane Street Edinburgh
info@ramsaycornish.com
0131 553 7000
www.ramsaycornish.com

Tom Scott, Rural Landscape, sold for £1,100

MHD Law LLP

We are delighted to announce our inclusion in the Law
Awards of Scotland:
FAMILY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR - winner 2010
PRIVATE CLIENT FIRM OF THE YEAR - shortlisted 2011
UP AND COMING FIRM OF THE YEAR — nominated 2009

We would be happy to assist in any of the

following areas of law:-

* House purchases and sales including Estate Agency;

¢ Family (including mediation, separation and divorce), Child
and Education law;

e Private Client law including preparation of Wills, Executries
(winding up estates), Powers of Attorney and Guardianship,
Older client (Elderly Law), Trust administration, Financial
and Investment Advice and Capital Tax planning.

45 Queen Charlotte Street,
Leith, Edinburgh, EH6 7THT
Tel: 0131 555 0616;
Fax: 0131 553 1523
www.mhdlaw.co.uk
For a free initial discussion
please contact:-

Kieran Fitzpatrick
kieran.fitzpatrick@mhdlaw.co.uk




Edinburgh Floral Art Club

Our meetings are held once a month (September — December
and February —June) at Blackhall St Columba’s Church Hall
from 2 — 4 pm.

Forthcoming meetings :

Friday 14™ December. David Ryland, a National
demonstrator from Cumbria will be showing us “A little bit
of Christmas”.

Come along for a festive treat.

Friday 8" February; The Club Entertains.

After a wonderful musical afternoon two years ago, we are
looking forward to a return visit from the “Rolling Hills
Chorus”. This is a male a capella group singing mainly in the
barbershop style. After what I am sure will be a lively
performance, tea and treats will be served.

Friday 8" March
Kate Russell from the Wirral is the demonstrator to the title
“Out of the Attic”

Visitors are welcome to all our meetings at £7 a meeting.

For further information please contact Lilias Hoskins on 0131
477 0245

Knit and Natter

This session we have a new project to work on in addition to
our usual Fresh Start and Early Years Centres knits.

As you may or may not know, this year there is to be a
Christmas Tree festival in the church in early December so we
have added Christmas decorations to our repertoire. Come
along and see how we decorate our tree.

We are always looking for new members to our group, so if
you fancy joining us on a Monday evening at 7.30pm in the
church hall you will be made most welcome. Please don’t
think your knitting won’t be good enough.

For further details contact stcknitnnatter@gmail.com

Lilian Cockburn

IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO DONATE
TO THE FAIR
All donations for the above stalls will be gratefully
received in the Church between 10am to 12,
2 to 4pm and 7 to 9pm on Thursday 29th
and Friday 30th November.
Donations can also be handed in on the
Saturday Morning between 10am and 12 noon

All proceeds will be donated to
Alzheimer Scotland Charity (No: SC022315)

St Columba’s Junior Singers
are looking for new members

The Singers have now started the new session and are
already shaping up to be a good, enthusiastic group of
singers. We are, however, in need of more voices to help
swell the sound and to ensure we always have enough
singers to cover absences.

If your child, or a child you know, is interested in coming
along to our sessions, we would be delighted to welcome
them. We have no auditions — the only requirement is to
enjoy singing — and no cost is involved. Our group is
open to any child in the Blackhall area in the P3 — P7 age
group. We meet every Thursday during term time from
3.30 — 4.15 pm in the Upper Hall of Blackhall St
Columba’s church halls. For more information please
phone Amy Donaldson on 332 1354 or come along any
Thursday afternoon.

Carol Singing at

Sainsbury’s Craigleith
Sunday 16™ December

Please come along and join with members of St Columba’s Church, Blackhall to
brighten the shoppers’ afternoon by singing Christmas Carols from 2-3pm.




Since starting our new term in September, the art club has had
a very good turn out of members and we have enjoyed
demonstrations from our tutor on abstract art and the use of
and mixing of colours.

We have a very busy schedule this year as the Art Club will be
participating in the Christmas Tree Festival at the Church and
we are busy creating hand painted decorations for the tree.
These will all be for sale to raise additional funds for the
church renovation, so a good chance to get some unique
Christmas presents and at the same time help the church.

The club are also preparing paintings to set up in the Blackhall
Library where we will have a small exhibition from 15"
December to 12" January 2019. Again, all paintings there will
be for sale.

If you would like more information about the club, please do
get in touch with our membership Secretary, Anne McLennan,
on 336 4326 or annemclennan@gmail.com. She will also
advise you on the current vacancy situation.

Valerie Gordon

North West Heritage

The meetings for the New Year are as follows:

Thursday 24™ January in Blackhall St Columba’s Church
hall at 7.30 pm The Edinburgh of Burke and Hare Speaker
Eric Melvin.

Wednesday 20™ February in Davidson’s Mains Church hall
at 7.30 pm Archaeological Discoveries during the
Edinburgh Tram Project. Speaker John Lawson, City of
Edinburgh Archaeologist.

Thursday 14™ March in St Columba’s Church hall at 7.30
pm The History of Riddles Court. Speaker Russell Clegg,
Patrick Geddes Centre for Learning.

Wednesday 17™ April in Davidson’s Mains Church hall at
7.30 pm. AGM followed by a talk on Elsie Inglis and the
Scottish Women’s Hospitals. Speaker lain Macintyre.

Tuesday Topics

Tuesday Topics re-started on 25" September in the small hall
of Blackhall St Columba’s Church. We have been enjoying
excellent speakers whose topics have covered Edinburgh’s
health, local wildlife, genetics, Scotland’s Charity Air
Ambulance and behind the scenes with one of our local MSPs.

In December we will be at the Christmas Fair with the Sweets
Stall and on 4th December we will be entertained by
favourites Amy Donaldson and her group, Quern.

On 15™ January we will have our post-Christmas meal and
on the 22", Jane George will give us a talk on ‘The Scottish
Suffragettes’.

On 5™ February we welcome back Fred Daniels. His
presentation will be ‘Golden America Pt1 Chicago to South
Dakota’. On the 19™ we will have Roy Johnstone’s talk on
‘The Women Pilots of the Air Transport Auxiliary — Spitfire
Women’.

If you would like to join us for any of our meetings in the
New Year, you will be very welcome, either as a member or
as a visitor. Membership costs £15 and visitors pay £2. Our
group is non-denominational for women of all ages with
visitors, women and men always welcome. We meet on
alternate Tuesday from late September to April starting at 7.30
with a speaker, followed by tea or coffee and a chat.

For further information, our full syllabus can be viewed on the
Church website at www.blackhallstcolumba.org.uk under
Community Activities and/or you may contact Jacky Cowie,
Secretary 332 1066 or Eleanor Lowrie, President 332 4827.

Fellowship Afternoon Group

Our 2018/19 Session got off to a good start in September
when we had a pleasant afternoon listening to Scottish songs.
We welcomed Grant Douglas to our October Meeting when he
told us about his memorable visit, with his mum and dad, to
receive his MBE from Prince Charles at Buckingham Palace.
He brought along a video for us to enjoy.

Our next meting, on 13™ November (sadly will be past when
you read this) will be a talk by the Reverend Bob Barker, one
of our Church members, talking about the cruise Doreen and
he took to celebrate their Diamond Wedding Anniversary.

As usual our group will be responsible for the Baking Stall at
the Christmas Fair on 1* December — we look forward to
selling you our goodies.

Our last meeting this year will be lunch at the Bruntsfield Golf
Club which is always a happy occasion.




Blackhall Community Trust Update

Our next public meeting is our AGM on Wednesday 27 February 2019 at 7.30pm, Small Hall, Blackhall St
Columba’s Church. Everyone is very welcome.
Blackhall Community Trust has been busy!
We have
* finalised our Business Plan and our preferred design for a new Ravelston Park Pavilion
* increased our membership significantly over the last six months (thank you to everyone who has shown their
support by becoming members)
* launched a new website www.blackhallcommunitytrust.org.uk. Very generously, Taste Design, a Blackhall-
based brand design agency, built the website for us (and also donated our logo!)
* produced a leaflet which sets out what Blackhall Community Trust does
* submitted our Community Asset Transfer Stage 2 application to acquire Ravelston Park Pavilion from the City of
Edinburgh Council on behalf of the Blackhall community
* setup a fundraising page on the BT MyDonate website. You can donate to support our activities and our work to
acquire Ravelston Park Pavilion by putting this link in your browser http://bit.ly/BlackhallCommunityTrust
* organised our first big fundraising event. We are really delighted to announce that Elaine Miller, comedian,
physiotherapist and local celebrity has kindly offered to perform her comedy show as a fundraiser for Blackhall
Community Trust. Elaine, AKA Gusset Gripper, specialises in pelvic floor health and uses comedy to deliver a
strong message about how we can all maintain and improve our own pelvic health. Elaine is a regular at the
Fringe; this summer, her show was an award-winning sell-out. In addition, the Holiday Inn has offered us its
function room as a venue for the fundraiser. The event will take place on 1 March 2019, 8pm; if you would like
to buy a ticket (or if you would like to donate a raffle prize!), email blackhallcommunitytrust@gmail.com. More
details will follow — look out for posters and information on our website.
Blackhall Community Trust (BCT) continues to organise a number of activities for local residents. The Book Club
meets in Ravelston Park Pavilion on the first Thursday evening of every month. The BCT walking group now goes on
monthly walks on the first Thursday morning each month. Our coffee mornings at Cloudberry for those who are new to
the area or who would like to feel more connected to the community are on the last Thursday morning 10-11.30am of
every month. Please see our posters for more information. These activities are increasingly popular and we are delighted
to be getting to know more local residents!

Blackhall Community Trust: Join our email/mail list or follow us on Facebook or Twitter. I'i (@blackhallct u @BlackhallCT
Email us: blackhallcommunitytrust@gmail.com Visit: www.blackhallcommunitytrust.org.uk
Write to us: c¢/o Blackhall Nursery, Ravelston Park Pavilion, Craigcrook Rd Edinburgh EH4 3RU.

Local and
National Removals

Call for a FREE no

obligation quotation

o 0131 235 2525

® www.blackhallmoving.co.uk
© info@blackhallmoving.co.uk | Find us on @ @




ARMISTICE 100

Lest We Forget. Lest We Forget.

At the end of October I went on a coach tour to France and Belgium, specifically to the area of the Somme where the last 100 days of the
‘last push’ that resulted in the allies winning the War, took place. It was a combined operation by land and air, the Royal Flying Corps
having just come into existence. As we travelled across the flat ground we were reminded repeatedly of where the respective front lines
would have stood.

We stopped in Montreuil with its impressive statue of Earl Haig on horseback. Then to Amiens, which was threatened but never captured

by the Germans, and where last August, Prince William with Catherine attended a memorial service in the magnificent cathedral. The last
hundred days to victory began on 8th August at Villers Bretonneux. Here too is the huge Australian National Memorial and cemetery. The
Empire did not desert us. Like the Canadians, among whom was my husband's uncle, they came to our aid and paid a heavy price.

There was another huge military base at Etaples and in the cemetery there lie two Blackhall men, David Mathewson of the chemist's shop
and William Storey. It was strangely moving to see their names recorded there and to know they are on our War Memorial here. Later we
passed Courcelette where John Davie lies and Pozieres where there rest the remains of both Hector Simpson of the old Blackhall Dairy
and John Kerr whose father was church officer. Hector and John lived next door to each other in Blackhall and are buried in the same
cemetery.

The Thriepval Memorial designed by architect Sir Edward Lutyens and opened in 1932 is hugely impressive. Here are recorded in the
graveyard Allan Ramsay Davie and William Sloan aged 21 and 22 respectively. An assistant printed off for me their details. There it was-
Blackhall, Edinburgh and I knew their names were on our War Memorial. Strangely moving!

I knew as we passed through Arras that the remains of John Morton were there and those of David Heggie were at Poperinge where we
spent a night. Ypres or to use its Belgian name, Ieper, is widely known since there was more than one Battle of Ypres and since that is
where the Germans, to the horror of the allies, first used gas as a weapon. In a cemetery there lies James Donaldson.

At the Menin Gate we attended the simple nightly wreath-laying ceremony to remember them. On the panels there are the names of two
Blackhall men, Ernest Johnson and William Robertson.

We stopped at Polygon Wood where lies James Simpson, again of the Dairy, cousin of Hector and named on the Blackhall Memorial.

The grave of Wilfred Owen meant a lot to me because I have taught his Great War poetry to schoolchildren. On the day we left we had
attended a service to mark 100 years almost to the day of the death of a Cumbrian vicar, Theodore Bayley Hardy, VC, DSO, MC. He was
a chaplain and the most decorated non-combatant of the War. The service took place in the church where he ministered. Later we saw the
bridge at Briastre where he was fatally wounded.

Eventually we were shown the railway carriage where the armistice was signed at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh
month in the year 1918.

Of course it would take a long time to visit the graves of all the men recorded on our memorial but I am glad to have stood where some of
them lie. We do not forget that there is no greater love than that of a man laying down his life for others.

Mary Morrison

BUILDING COMPANY

brucecollie.com

. - Y& o i -
weinor RN

Bespoke Glass Rooms with remote ‘ Scottish Dealer Versatile Custom Made

controlled retractable roofs Glass Rooms & Awnings Log Cabins
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SOMETHING FOR YOUR DIARY

Saturday 26™ January 2019 is the date of an event you cannot
miss. Following the great success of the previous one a Burns
Supper is being held in the Holiday Inn Hotel, City West, at
Craigleith. Reception starts at 6.30 p.m. with proceedings
commencing at 7 p.m. ending by 11 p.m.

A highly talented local cast will offer their thoughts on the
Immortal Memory (Eddie Thorn), Toast to the Lassies (David
Stirling) , Reply for the Lassies (Amy Foster) and give
renditions to a Haggis (Muriel Stenhouse) and charm us with
beautiful accompanied singing (Jenny Logan). You’ll enjoy
all that entertainment along with a piper, Master of
Ceremonies and a 3 course supper for only £35 p.p.

The event is being organised by the stewardship team of
Blackhall St Columba’s church for the benefit of the
fundraising to improve our halls for the benefit of the
community. However it is open to all and as last time we
especially like to see new faces, hopefully yours.

Tickets are limited and following the previous sell out you are
strongly advised to get yours now. You can come on your
own, with family, a friend or friends but whichever way
you’ll be in excellent company and enjoy yourself.

Use the contact details below for further information on
menu etc., to ask any questions and to book your ticket.

Sandy Weir

Tel 0131 336 2483 Email weirsmachine@blueyonder.co.uk
Church Office

Tel 0131 332 4431 secretary@blackhallstcolumba.org.uk

BURNS SUPPER
SATURDAY 26™ JANUARY 2019

HOLIDAY INN, EDINBURGH CITY WEST, 107
QUEENSFERRY ROAD, EH4 3HL

Cloaks & Reception at 6.30 p.m. Seated 7 p.m.

Piper’s Greeting of Welcome to All
Piping in the top table
Address to a Haggis
Selkirk Grace

Three course supper with coffee/tea & shortbread
The Immortal Memory
Music
Toast to the Lassies
Music again
Reply for the Lassies
More music ending with...
Auld Lang Syne

Tickets are LIMITED & cost £35 each

can be ordered from Sandy Weir
weirsmachine@blueyonder.co.uk tel: 0131 336 2483
or
via Blackhall St Columba’s Church Office
secretary@blackhallstcolumba.org.uk tel: 0131 332 4431

A TRULY MEMORABLE SCOTTISH NIGHT TO WHICH ALL ARE INVITED

Image Source: Flickr / CircaSassy

$:8:3:5:8:5:55:5:5:5:55:5:55:5:8

CONSTRUCTION

136 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh, EH4 2BG

T: (0131) 332 3224
www.ballinaconstruction.co.uk
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gf’fég Craigleith Men’s Probus Club r’f’(p‘c

Our autumn session has been very successful and as well as knowing more about Edinburgh life in the 1820s from Eric Melvin’s most
informative talk on Burke & Hare, we were encouraged by Allan Tulleth to spend more time examining the vast array of tombstones in
Edinburgh’s historic graveyards.

Among the highlights of our early spring talks will be hearing about the History of Dunfermline Abbey on 20" February from Nicki
Scott. The Abbey of course is an active Church of Scotland whose minister is Mary Ann Rennie. One of her previous charges was
Corstorphine St. Annes here in Edinburgh. The graves of the Scottish monarchs come under the care of Historic Scotland. It has been said
that all true Scots are descended from Robert the Bruce, who is buried there, with numerous other figures from Scotland’s turbulent
history of the 1300-1500s. One of the newest recognised of his descendants is Meghan Markle, the Duchess of Sussex. But not all Probus
activities veer in historic directions and our outing on 27" February to Glenkinchie Distillery will be a prime example. Glenkinchie is the
home of probably the best lowland malt whisky and we are assured that samples will be freely available. Interestingly the name ‘Kinchie’
is from the name * De Quincy’ and so perhaps our activities are all interrelated with Thomas de Quincy of ‘Confessions of an Opium
Eater’ fame being buried in St. Cuthbert’s Churchyard.

Issues such as conservation and ecology are also covered within our scheduled talks when on 6™ March we welcome Heather McHaffie
to our midst. Heather is a recognised botanical conservationist, something which was noted when she received an MBE a few years ago,
and her theme of ‘Scottish Plant Conservation’ will be an eye opener to many.

With our minds in focus on spring life and short breaks away one of our final talks of the session is entitled ‘Play it again, Sam’, in which
lan Garden will tell us the secrets behind ‘Casablanca’, the classic wartime film. lan’s talk is on 3" April while on 17" April we
welcome Phil Coad, a recently retired senior master from Edinburgh Academy, who will be accompanying John Davis’ singing more
Scottish songs and ditties.

As a group we are recognised within Probus circles in the Lothians as being inclusive with the only criteria being a retired male - no need
to be an ex accountant or college principal to be in this Probus! We meet at Blackhall Bowling Club, just off Craigcrook Road and close
to Cafe Citron, at 10am, on the first and third Wednesdays of the month, for coffee/tea plus biscuits with the talk starting at 10.30am.

For more information please just email me, John MacLennan, johnmaclennanuk@gmail.com., or infocpc2 1 @gmail.com

John MacLennan : Speakers Secretary

K. ELECTRICS  9cr =
ELECTRICIANS <D Il
N

K:ELECTRICS is a small family run business which has been trading EI DY
for 32 years. Specialising in house and flat re-wiring. We are only
too happy to quote for additional sockets, extra lights, outside
security lights, attic, cupboard and basement lighting and instant
electric showers or any of your electrical requirements.All estimates Eidyn Careisa unique service which provides
are free of charge and without obligation. advanced care in the comfort of your own home.

(=2

Experienced Caregivers

Hourly Care

Ongoing training

Care Inspectorate Approved
Assistance with Washing & Dressing
Medicine Prompt

Meal Preparation

Fully insured

Palliative Care

UPGRADED AND REPLACEMENT FUSE BOARDS

(=3

Does your fuseboard comply with current regulations ?
(17th Edition BS7671)
Is it fitted with circuit breakers and
does it have RCD Protection ?

(=

=) =) =

(=2

For your peace of mind we are fully insured and a select registered
company.

RAPID RESPONSE 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Blown Fuse — No Electricity

0131-336 3533 07831 607535 www.eidyncare.co.uk

Visit our website at kelectrics@sky.com

Email: info@eidyncare.co.uk
Tel: 0131 285 1221
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF CAMEO (Come And Meet Each Other)
2

The Cameo Club was founded on 2™ October 1998. In order to celebrate our 20™
anniversary we decided to make our meeting on Friday 28" September a rather special
one.

We were delighted that Jeanette and lain Lowrie were able to join us all the way from
Pitstone, Leighton Buzzard, also John Crombie (now resident in Edinburgh). Jeanette and
John set up Cameo in 1998 and have taken great interest in watching it grow from strength
to strength. Of course an organisation such as this couldn’t function without the happy
band of volunteers who give willingly of their time and support. A huge thank you to
them.

We had a celebratory cake which was cut by Jeanette and John, then our members and
guests enjoyed pancakes, cake and tea or coffee.

We were then delighted to welcome Jenny Logan (no stranger to

. us) and Margaret Donaldson at the piano who entertained us with a
selection of well-known favourite songs. Jenny was a ‘star’ as

*- usual, making contact with everyone in the hall. A wonderful

- happy morning enjoyed by everyone.

Cameo is for anyone in the Blackhall and surrounding area who
may be housebound or who would like to meet others for a chat
and refreshments. We meet once a fortnight on a Friday from
10.15/30 am to 12 noon. Our Christmas lunch will be on Friday
7™ December at the Holiday Inn and our first meeting in the New
Year is on Friday 4™ January 2019. Give one of us a ring if you
would like to come along — transport can be provided.

Margaret Brown 332 5957 Fiona Drinnan 232 6762

With Christmas fast approaching, Esme Randall’s book of poems, Angels Ants and

Artichokes, illustrated by Katharine Wake, would be the perfect stocking-filler, with @,’@4 P& ‘@ ?}ﬁ &)
something for everyone. . -y
As its title suggests, the subjects are wide-ranging. There are delightful poems for ) // \
children, like ‘Mr Tortoise’, who ‘nibbles on lettuce but never on cake.” For adults, there

is a set of seasonal poems: ‘Autumn in Edinburgh’ — ‘The fog is coming down/ And the g %\
lights are coming on/ The air is quite autumnal/ And the tourists are all gone,” - cleverly g

evokes the sigh of relief the city gives after the Festival exodus. 4 m MCZ %
The ‘Miscellaneous’ section features charming nature poems and joyful celebrations of

holidays, but sadder, reflective ones like ‘Care Home’ as well. There’s an enjoyable note @ @
of acerbity too in ‘Irritation’ — a plea for a proper, ordinary plate — and ‘Hotel Rooms’ M@,{%/
highlights the annoyance many of us feel about the lack of thought given by hotel chains | 4

to anyone other than business travellers — male at that! %‘ i?
It finishes with poems for Advent and Christmas, picking up different aspects of the 2 Esmé :andon

season, ranging from commercial to spiritual, including ‘The Nativity Play’, where the & - %f

young speaker finds an original answer to not being chosen to be Mary. Katharine Wake

With Katharine Wake’s delightful and quirky line drawings, this is a very attractive @ 1% /E&‘@
book. 4 =
Aline Templeton

This book is being sold in aid of the extensive renovations required to the stonework at the Church of the Holy Cross, Davidson’s
Mains. By purchasing a copy of Angels, Ants and Artichokes, price £6.00, you will help to save this lovely Episcopal church.

Copies will be available from: Cloudberry, Blackhall and Barnton, St Columba’s Church Office, Davidsons’s Mains Parish Church
Office and Cramond Kirk Office.
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LOCKERBIE 1988

With a sigh of relief I got into the car. Another Selection School over! Another group of people assessed as suitable to go forward as
candidates for ministry. It was almost Christmas, time for family and friends.

I switched on the radio. A Pan Am 103 aeroplane had fallen out of the sky near the Dumfriesshire town of Lockerbie. At the time I was
working with the team of Organisers for Evangelism in the Department of National Mission. There were five of us with an area of
Scotland each. Our task was to meet Presbyteries and congregations and encourage them to become missionary, outward looking parishes.
My area was the South of Scotland, Edinburgh, the Borders and Galloway. So I knew the little town of Lockerbie and the ministers
serving there.

The occupants of the plane were mainly American students from the University of Syracuse who had been studying here, returning home
for Christmas. Thus it was that soon the relatives were coming to see the place and identify their dead. All the ministers locally were
involved in meeting them and trying to share their grief. I found myself too travelling on Christmas Eve and on a few days after Christmas
to Lockerbie and sharing in the listening ministry. I met Dr Swire who later became a leader among the bereaved families seeking
explanations and justice. At that time he was just a father who had lost a daughter, Flora full of promise. I too had a Flora and we talked of
Skye where his family had connections and which I knew well. It was there that the remains of his Flora were eventually buried.

There were others who came with their grief and memories, and hopes dashed for their young people. Not all were American. There were
some local people too. I will not forget the moment of standing by the enormous crater left by the bomb and up at Tundergarth on the
hillside lay the nose cone of the plane. People were finding parts of bodies in their gardens.

Perhaps because it was Christmas the words kept going through my head "Emmanuel. God is with us." We certainly needed God in
Lockerbie and I doubt if the words were ever more meaningful. Owing to Christmas holidays the Bible Society premises were closed, so I
drew up my own list of what I considered helpful words of comfort, took them to the general shops where there was no difficulty in
having them displayed, and they were very quickly snapped up by ordinary men and women seeking some kind of solace in their grief,
and looking for meaning.

A year later Cameron Gibson who was minister at Tundergarth where the nose cone came down, asked me to preach at the memorial
service held in his country church. This I did using the Celtic Cross which, with its circle, points to light beyond darkness and life beyond
death. I think many found it helpful and I was glad to share a message of hope in the midst of tragedy and despair.

Mary Morrison

The Lockerbie Air Disaster Memorial

Village Coachworks

ACCIDENT REPAIR SPECIALISTS
FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICE LOCALLY

INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN
FREE ESTIMATES
CALL BRUCE 0131-315 2865
206 QUEENSFERRY ROAD, BLACKHALL, EDINBURGH, EH4 2BN
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COOKERS
FreshStart for

CHRISTMAS APPEAL

e pore ok 1 o 1 et

As we approach the darker nights and colder months, Fresh
Start have already begun planning for the festive period, to
ensure people who are and have experienced homelessness are
receiving the help they need, during what can be a very
difficult time for them. That’s why we are now launching our
Cookers for Christmas Appeal 2018.

After someone has experienced a period of homelessness,
being able to afford a cooker for their new home is a luxury
that unfortunately many cannot afford, along with many other
essential household items. Around the Christmas period this
lack of amenity is felt further as the messages of indulging in
delicious treats and sitting down for tasty meals are shown
almost at the turn of every corner.

Fresh Start want to make this a reality for people who have
been homeless and provide them with a brand new cooker,
fully fitted by our trained and professional team. Any small
donation would be gratefully welcomed and will go towards
providing someone with a new cooker that will make a real
difference to their festive period and their life going forward.

You can donate by sending a cheque to Fresh Start 22-24
Ferry Road Drive, Edinburgh EH4 4BR or on line at https://
www.justgiving.com/campaign/cookersforChristmas2018

armer

autocare

A SERVICE TRUST VALUE I

THE BEST TYRE
DEALS IN EDINBURGH
ARE AT YOUR LOCAL
FARMER AUTOCARE

TYRES . SERVICING - BRAKES - BATTERIES - EXHAUSTS « MOT . WHEEL ALIGNMENT

I = [ = & [T

& BLACKHALL MAIDENCRAIG
34 Hillhouse Rd, EH4 2AG 194 Queensferry Rd, EH4 2BN
(Jnc Telford Rd & Queensferry Rd) (200 yards from Holiday Inn)

01313325959 0131343 3333

www.farmerautocare.com
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Would you, or someone you know,
&g) benefit from a little extra help at home? &g)
Perhaps you could do with

some time-out from caring for a relative?

Maybe some extra support in the home
'&g) or transport to appointments, &’QP

admin tasks or meal prep. etc?
| offer a flexible and caring personal assistant

&’g) service for older people in NW Edinburgh.

NHS and Care sector experience

Fully insured &g)
Member of PVG Scotland Scheme

Dementia Care

g% Based in Blackhall gg)

Please get in touch to discuss your requirements

&

07708 765 396 &g)
http://www.blossompaservices.co.uk

info@blossompaservices.co.uk

& & &

angla

TAKEAWAY

Ktchcn

Scottish Curry Awards
2014 and 2015

Takeaway

of the year

67-69 Main St,
Edinburgh, EH4 5AD
OPEN 7 DAYS 5.00PM TILL
11.00PM
ONLINE ORDERING:

& H &

Tel: 0131 312 6260

www.banglakitchenonline.co.uk




WE DISCOVER, WE GROW

Girlguiding

Blackhall Guiding

202 & 202C Brownies and 202 Rainbows held a Family Beetle Drive this term to help
raise money for the Church refurbishments. They raised a fantastic £170. Well
Done to everyone involved.

From all at Blackhall Guiding, we wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

157th Rainbows started following the brand new Girlguiding program
this term. As well as welcoming new Rainbows we have welcomed 3 new
adult volunteers. One of the Rainbows favourite games remains ‘Red

Red River'. Claire - 157 Rainbow Leader

We started of f the term with an amazing sleepover in the Blackpool tower
Ballroom. It was an action packed weekend visiting Seaworld, Madame
Tussauds, Tower Circus, 4D Cinema, Blackpool Tower Eye, a Strictly dance
show in the Ballroom and of course sleeping on the Ballroom floor with 625
other Brownies from around Scotland. We came back with lots of amazing
memories. Nicole - 202 and 202B Brownie Leader

I\

Guides.

202 Guides have had a busy start to the term, with our first ever camp
(in tents!) at Bonaly. We have also been building campfires and making
ice cream s'mores! Four of our Guides are going to a Jamborette in the
Netherlands in 2019, so we've all been doing our “Going Dutch”
Challenge Badge to learn more about the Netherlands. Lorna - 202
Guide Leader

N\

N

This term Blackhall Rangers are learning life skills to prepare

themselves for the real world. They are budgeting and planning for a trip
and learning how to cook healthy and easy

meals. Chelsie - Blackhall Ranger Leader

Volunteers are needed to help at Rainbow,
Brownie and Guide units at Blackhall

St.Columba’s

What we want from you?

e Able fo spare 1-2 hours a week during tferm time.

e Willing to complete a DBS check (paid for by Girlguiding)
e Enthusiasm for volunteering with children

What's in it for you?

¢ Great CV experience and potential for references

e Opportunities to complete qualifications including first aid
e Opportunities to go on trips and try new things

e A chance to meet new people

e Guaranteed fun every week!

Contact 6GUKBlackhallDistrict@outlook.com

for more information
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BLACKHALL

NURSERY
NEWS (S

Blackhall Nursery is situated within the wonderful nature resource of Ravelston Park and Woods. At Blackhall Nursery, we put the
children at the heart of everything we do. We provide a safe, healthy and happy environment where children grow and develop
through play and active learning.

It is a very busy and exciting time of year in Nursery with the children dancing along to live bagpipes to celebrate St Andrew’s Day,
learning lots of new songs for our Nativity Play, baking Christmas treats and creating colourful decorations. Although very busy, the
children have not forgotten their responsibilities towards looking after the environment and have been recycling paper and making
new handmade paper which we are using to decorate our special Christmas cards. Our Alternative Christmas Card project also helps
the children to learn about the needs of other children around the world and by raising funds they are able to choose life-changing
gifts through the World Vision charity. We are looking forward to our Winter Woodland Walks in Ravelston Woods when we will
take some time to observe the changes that are occurring in nature and the children will also keep a tally of the different birds they
spot in support of the RSPB’s Big Birdwatch.

Blackhall Nursery is a registered Scottish charity working in partnership with the City of Edinburgh Council. We offer places in
morning and afternoon classes, providing sessions of 3 hours 10 minutes for 3-5 year olds during term time and are delighted to have
been included as part of the Council’s pilot scheme for 2018/19 to deliver 1140 hours of free early learning and childcare (up to six
hours a day, term time only) to a small number of children.

We are a feeder nursery for Blackhall Primary School and all places are free and funded by the City of Edinburgh Council. The
Nursery enjoys an excellent reputation within the community but don’t take our word for it, please take a look at the parents’
comments on our recent Care Inspectorate report available at www.careinspectorate.com.

You can place your child’s name on the Nursery waiting list from their 2" birthday by downloading an application form at
www.blackhallnursery.co.uk or by contacting the Nursery for an application form on 0131 332 8296.

o Style " “E”m’::::; Improving your
BLINDS & SHUUTTERS Kk 110505 health & wellbeing

For safe and effective treatment of:
e Hip, knee and joint problems

e Migraine

e Neck pain

* Back pain

e Shoulder, elbow, arm pain

e Frozen shoulder

For an appointment or information,
phone 0131 332 0063 or email
reception@discover-chiropractic.co.uk

FREE spinal check for all children. Latest in digital assessment technology
Full family services. X-ray facilities on-site. Early & late appointments.
Open Saturdays. Established 1996

Rebecca J Vickery & Ross M F McDonald
! . y Y IR TR 1 . Registered with the General Chiropractic Council
L | Il-: | |l|.| :'-l"-l |'i: | ?l.“ .'h }IHII. | | "I-'_I'l Members of the Scottish Chiropractic Association

St s for very o
Telﬂl31 Hﬂm Chiropractic  (i% "
mm,hgmm?jghﬁnﬂgﬁnhupbh_m_uk improving your health T 0131 332 0063

Disco"er 240 Queensferry Road
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BLACKHALL PRIMARY SCHOOL

In this edition Primary 3A have written invitations to tea and poems about fish, Primary 4C share some Autumn Poems, Primary 4T
have drawn some silhouettes and written about the endangered animals they have been studying and Primary 7A tell us about their
stay at Lagganlia,

PRIMARY 3A

LAGGANLIA

On Monday 24th September, we set off on our 3 hour journey to our home for the week, Lagganlia. When we got
there we had lunch and we were all eager to find out our dorms. When we got told our dorms we were all happy. We
then found out our activity groups and were given a tour of Lagganlia with our instructor for the week. After that, we
had to make our beds (which some people were not too good at). We then had scrumptious baked potatoes with the
starter of soup. Then our instructor for evening activities asked us what we wanted for our breakfast the following
morning. The options were square sausage and quorn sausage. We then went into the the common room and evening
activities started. That night it was a scavenger hunt. At 9-9:15 we went to bed. The rest of the week was similar with
us meeting our instructor in the morning and then getting ready for our activities. There was a range of activities such
as gorge walking, abseiling, kayaking, climbing , hill walking, mountain biking, duckying (canoeing on inflatable
dinghys) and snowsports. Every evening, we had a different activity. Some highlights included completing a ropes
course whilst blindfolded in the dark; and the disco on the last night. We had a fantastic week and made memories for
life!

By Daniel and Thomas, P7A
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BLACKHALL PRIMARY SCHOOL

AUTUMN POEMS by PRIMARY 4C
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SILHOUETTES AND POEMS BY PRIMARY 4T

Gllf’mﬁf:c

Ginaffe,
Neck as Lonj a$ a bree brnk,

kinj Of the Savannah,
Skin_Like an inpessible Jigsd,
- % L:J MJ l!ol.:’ii_ﬁ IR

T IR T
—— 0 L On.o, Sumhers -’03, ks Nl 7

. O8Siconey as Shot as canbe

— \\T&L«ﬁ aeck ! :

T %
A o |

-19-

,ﬁ;—‘x, -
Roarto the beot




Blackhall Horticultural Society

It was disappointing that Gavin McNaughton was unable to join us on 12" November but we were delighted to welcome Heather
McHaffie and to listen to her talk on ‘Ferns for the Garden’. Heather was a breath of fresh air enlightening us on how this often neglected
plant group can be used successfully in the home garden.

On 14" J anuary we welcome Kate Colleran, a team member at Edinburgh Zoo, and former student at SRUC & RBGE, who will be
coverin a range of topics related to planting trees and shrubs, soil types and needs, and the benefits of mulching.

The interesting theme of the rise of lady gardeners in the Victorian age will be covered by Deborah Reid when she visits us on 11"
February. Gardening was thought of as being a male dominated profession especially with bowler hatted head gardeners and male
dominated bothy living. However the influence of women in the profession is sometimes overlooked. Who can forget Jane Louden and
Olive Harrisson , and more recently Gertrude Jekyll, and Beth Chatto? In fact gardening would be much the poorer without these ladies
as well as Vita Sackville-West and Beatrix Havergal, the latter who established Waterperry as a college for ladies interested in gardening.

Following on with this theme of influential women in horticultural circles, we are delighted to be welcoming Pam Whittle to the club on
11™ March, and look forward to hearing from her of the plans to restore Saughton Winter Gardens and Park. Her role in driving forward
this project during her tenure as President of the Royal Caledonian Horticultural Society was, and still is, immense. We know that with her
skills this gem of Edinburgh’s garden history will be fully restored onto the international horticultural stage.

One of the highlights of the Blackhall year is our Plant Sale, so don’t book any holidays or day trips for Saturday 4™ May.

The ‘horti’ meets at 7.45pm on the second Monday of the month from September to May in the small hall at Blackhall St Columba’s
Church. If you would like any more information please just email us on blackhall.horti@gmail.com or look at our web page. https://e-
voice.org.uk/blackhall-horticultural-society/

John MacLennan : Hon President

PLANT SALE SATURDAY 4™ MAY

feel m’g/u?‘a/?‘ home

At your local Barchester care home

| b5 a

] Queens Manor Care Home

W & . L
L gt/ ,ﬂ;}

: : Officially opening its doors in early 2019, Queens Manor
Strachan House Care Home is a beautifully Care Home will offer personalised care services in
refurbished home in Edinburgh, and we pride beautiful surroundings.
ourselves on making everyone feel at home. . . . .
We offer a range of personalised care services that Res@ent!al Car.e * Dementia Care ¢ Respite Br(T:-a.ks
support independence and maintain individual Va”?oll life-enrichment programme S.kyTV * Wifi
interests, with a varied activities programme and Delicious home-cooked meals ¢ Ensuite bedrooms
freshly prepared home-cooked meals. Hairdressing salon e Cinema room e Minibus
Nursing Care ¢ Dementia Care ® Respite Breaks SHOW ROOMS OPENING OCTOBER 2018
Whether you need urgent care or
2 i /s
just some help and advice, our team ,g‘?-" O eeiEeis il be open !;4—‘)
are here when you need them. STRACHAN seven days a week. Visit us at... QUEENS
HOUSE 565 Queensferry Road, EH4 8DU MANOR
Call: 01 31 3 41 4 830 BARCHESTER HEALTHCARE BARCHESTER HEALTHCARE
93 Craigcrook Road, EH4 3PE www.barchester.com Tel: 01 31 341 2904 www.barchester.com
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/ \ year of young people
bliadhna na h-oigridh

2018

BLACKHALL
ST. COLUMBA'S

Venture Week Holiday Club Feedback Questionnaire

Are you a parent/guardian, grandparent, relative, or know a child in Primary 1 - Primary 7?

We would like your help to develop children's work in our church/community.

We would be very grateful for your feedback about Venture Week Holiday Club.

Once completed, please return the questionnaire to the Church Office in an envelope addressed to
the “Venture Week Team.” (Please feel free to use separate paper to expand on your answers where

necessary).

Your Name:
Child’s Name:
Your E-mail address:

Your Phone number:

If you are happy for us to contact you in response to your answers, please tick here.

1. Did a child that you know attend this summer's Venture Week Holiday Club?
Yes No Prefer not tosay

2. Has a child you know attended a Holiday Club before, even at a different Church?
Yes No Prefer nottosay

3. Please select the child’s school age;
Reds (Primary 1/2) Greens (Primary 3/4) Blues (Primary 5/6/7)

4. If you are a PARENT/GUARDIAN of a child who attended this year’s club, do you give
permission for us to add any of the following to our church website?
A group photograph A group video clip (iMovie)
A video clip of your child individually (iMovie) An individual photograph
None of the above

5. |If applicable, what did the child you know enjoy most about the club, and what did they
perhaps least enjoy?

6. Was the time of this years’ club suitable for your family?
(Please explain briefly).
Yes_ No

7. |If applicable, how would you describe your experience of this year’s club in 3 words.

8. Does the current format of the club appeal to the child you know?
Yes No

If No, how do you think it will need to change to appeal to children in the future?
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9. In general, is there anything that you would like to see added to the current programme?
e.g. a trip to the local park? A picnic? A social evening?
(Please see Q10. for examples of what we already do).

10. On a scale of 1-5, where 1 = unimportant, and 5 = essential, please rate the importance of
each element of our club.
Bible story telling Games Making friends
Snacks___ Singing and dancing ___ Crafts ___

11. If the child you know has attended our club before, please tick all that apply;
The child understood and enjoyed the video clips that were shown daily. ___
The child enjoyed the songs
The child enjoyed the story
The child enjoyed the crafts
The child enjoyed the games
The child felt welcome
You were satisfied with the leaders ____

12. Would you consider sending a child to our Venture Week Holiday Club if;
(please tick all that apply)
The times remained the same (Mon — Fri, 10am - 12pm).
The length of the morning was longer (9am-1pm).
The club was one full day (9am-5pm).
The club was two full days (9am-5pm).
The club was held in the evening.

13. Would you consider a child attending Venture Week Holiday Club if;
(please tick all that apply)
it was held in February. it was held at Easter.
it was held towards the end of the summer holidays. it was held in October.

14. On a scale of 1-5, where 1 = not at all, and 5 = absolutely, how likely would you be to
recommend our club to a friend? (Please circle your answer).

1. 2. 3. 4, 5.

15. Whether or not a child you know has attended before, do you have any other views or
comments you would like to provide to help us develop our children’s ministry.

16. Help is needed in many small and part-time ways from preparing and delivering leaflets,
preparing snacks to teaching crafts and telling stories etc. If you would like to learn more
about how to join our friendly team without any obligation, please tick here.

Thank you for taking the time to fill out our questionnaire.

Church Office Columba Road, Edinburgh EH4 3QU
Telephone 0131 332 4431 Email secretary@blackhallstcolumba.org.uk
www.blackhallstcolumba.org.uk

Scottish Charity No SC008756
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SUDOKU PUZZLER MEDIUM

blacikhall p/aYgroup

15| |3] | | 19
2 4 8 5
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT - Blackhall Playgroup have been chosen for the Tesco 6 '
Bags of Help Grant Scheme (small round token) and with your vote we will
secure funds fo help us purchase new resources to support learning through 1] | |[6] |2
play.
i . 9 5 4
You can vote for playgroup at the following Tesco stores: TESCO
Tesco Metro @ Davidson Mains -~ o o 8
Tesco Express @ Queensferry Road g8l | 7] | lel |4
Tesco Superstore @ South Queensferry Bags Of Help 4 T - > T 17

© 2008 KrazyDad.com
If you get stuck and want the solution just drop
an e mail to the usual address on the back page. ,

To vote you will need to make a purchase of any value within the above stores
between the 1 November to 31 December. Every time you shop ask your cashier
for a token and vote for Blackhall Playgroups ‘Lets Play’ project at the voting
boxes. Playgroup children, parents and staff thank you for your support.

Blackhall Playgroup is a small friendly playgroup offering early learning and
childcare in a play based setting for children from their second birthday. Based
in St Columba’s Church upper hall we meet Monday to Friday from 9.00am to
11.30am during school term tfime.

Our early years qualified staff support childrens curiosity, social skills, wellbeing
and learning through play in a caring and fun environment.

Blackhall Playgroup, St Columba’s Church, Columba Road, EH4 3QU
07999 514809 blackhallplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: SC011212

Holiday Inn

AN IHG"HOTEL

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Why Choose Porteous Funeral Directors?

When your family suffers the loss of a loved one, it can

be comforting to know your funeral director. At Porteous
Funeral Directors, we make every effort to be involved in our
community and to create the kind of personal relationship
which leads to an individual, sensitive service. The numerous
letters and cards of thanks we receive daily from the families
we have helped are testimony to our ongoing commitment to
ensuring we offer the personal and dedicated service that you
and your loved one deserve.

Join us at
.Holiday Inn Edinburgh City West

A\ Enjoy a four-course meal
and dance the new year in
with our DJ & Ceilidh music

Family-Owned and Truly Independent

You can be reassured that Porteous Family Funeral Directors
are the only completely independent, family-owned funeral
directors in the Blackhall, Silverknowes, Davidson’s Mains,

Cramond & Barnton areas.

Blackhall - 0131 332 3609

Juniper Green Head Office - 0131 453 4535
Juniper Green Memorial Showroom - 0131 453 4535
Colinton - 0131 441 6500

Liberton - 0131 664 6745

Also incorporating

Bonnyrigg Funeral Directors - 0131 654 1988
Leith Funeral Directors - 0131 554 1113

£45.00 2
£25.00

KIDS UNDER 3 ARE FREE
Privitege cards accepted

Get your tickets today! -
% 0131 311 4903 | B4 events@hiedinburghcitywest.com
@ www.hiedinburghcitywesthotel.co.uk/christmas

" Terms and Conditions apply: s




Minister

5 Blinkbonny Crescent
Edinburgh EH4 3NB
Telephone 315 2019

Blackhall St Columba’s Church of Scotland, Edinburgh
Scottish Registered Charity No SC008756

Rev Benjamin J.A. Abeledo

Session Clerk Church Secretary
Eddie Thorn Ms Julie Nicol

158 Craigleith Road in Church Office from
Edinburgh EH4 2EQ Mon-Fri 10.00-12.30p.m.
Telephone 332 5702 Tel/fax 332 4431

DEADLINES

Kirk News — Blackhall Bulletin- Advertising Enquiries

th d
Tuesday 4™ December Sunday 3" February
Please send all items to the Editor, Please send all items to the Editor, Enquiries regarding advertising
Christine Denham, ¢/o Church Office Barbara Wilson, ¢/o Church Office should be sent to Kay Rich,
(Home tel: 336 5943) or e-mail: (Home tel: 312 6035) or e-mail 8 Queen’s Ave South, EH4 3BU
kirknews@blackhallstcolumba.org.uk bulletin@blackhallstcolumba.org.uk Home tel: 332 8502

Come to Cloudberry for dazzling
decorations, stylish gifts, stunning
tableware and fun games. This year's
Christmas shop is the best yet, and is
the place to shop for under-the-tree
treasures that will be loved for many
years to come

193 Whitehouse Rd, Barnton,
EH4 6BU 0131 538 0168

5 Seaforth Terrace, Blackhall,
EH4 2BS 0131 467 2878

®
MIX
Paper from

responsible sources
waSSCOC'g FSC® C006548

READING THE BULLETIN
FOR THE FIRST TIME?

Blackhall St. Columba’s Church also produces a
pack with useful information about the area -
doctors, schools, churches, youth organisations,
sporting facilities etc.

If you would like a pack please contact the church
office either by telephoning 0131 332 4431 or
e-mail secretarv@blackhallstcolumba.org.uk

Visit our website at
www.blackhallstcolumba.org.uk

T sLackraLL
ST. COLUMBA'S &' 2Wehall @Bsicc_EH

DAVIDSON'S MAINS
ROOFING

Slates ¢ Flat Roofs * Tiles ¢ Gutters * Cement Work
* PVC Cladding * Cowls Fitted « Chimneys Removed
all aspects of Roofing
Contact: L Taylor
8 East Barnton Gardens, Edinburgh EH4 6AR

FOR FREE ESTIMATE

0131 336 4542

Local Authority Approved
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